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RECENT CHHONOLOQTt (l) December 5i 195th anniversary of the death 
of Johannes Chrysoatoems Volfgangua Qottlieb Hosart • (2) December 61 
5th anniversary of the birth of Erie Phillip tod HctEke. (3) Decubar 7: 
55th anniversary of tha day It vaa conclusively proved that utrtrtl O.fl . 
battlaabipa had rat bar sever* flotation problems* 

It la instructive to reflect that both Erie P. tod Hat ska and His 
Highness Hlrohito. Eaperor of Japan (who Just happana to be tha sut guy 
who was oa tha throne b$ years ago whan all those battleship defects cm* 
to light) are still living* Moaart« on tha other hand, lives on only 
in spirit and aaaloi his flesh bo longer Inhabits oar world, except as 
topsoil on tha oat skirt a of Vienna* JSoae day (probably soon), Blrohito 
will be topsoil as wall. And eventually, sad to soy but true, so will 
Erio* There Is perhaps a lossoa hare. If not, then at laaot there's 
a rather Ions introductory paragraph *•* * 

THIS IB COSTAQUANA* a journal of postal Baaing and olfaotory oenivor- 
ousneae, clacked oat on one of his two aaglo typawrlters by Conrad Frleaner 
"Dhole Connie* 1 Ton Hetaks, *37* Donald Ait M San Diego. CA 92117-3813. 
USA* Gases opent Logical Diplomacy | Railway SlTalst Hypereoonoaio Pass- 
the-Piga* Feesi Hons, but you auat sub or trade. Tradeat All- for all, 
end welcome* Subet At my coat, send a deposit and I'll deduct and keep 
tha books * 

LAST ISSUE contained at loast two ■trort. Tha first was rather ridi- 
culous} I sust have had tha integer "11" rather flraly on tha brain, because 
the issue was headed Vol* 11, No. 11, whan in fact it was No. Sorry, 
you who keep records. Second, on page 2 tha designer of the Austrian 
anti-drug atesp was listed as Prof* Karl Staffarl. Tha gentleman* a n«m# 
is in fact Otto Staffarl. My apologias. Staff is. 

LAST I3SUE (Fart IX) featured a out* cover which was regretfully 
unattrlbated. That little fox licking an envelope is in fact a reproduction 
of the front cover of tha Austrian equivalent to the ZIP code directory* 
And the unldentiflad out "and- si ash warrior on the inside back oover is 
none other than Eric Phillip "Er-Bear" von Metske, who is now five* Just 
ask his. Ha* 11 be glad to tell yon that* He'll also ba pleased to count 
to one thousand for you. Hot to be outdone, his brother Ross (? 1/a) will 
gladly nana the continents* planets, and capitals of every state for you* 
And to round out the evening. I will cheerfully hue the thaaes of all the 
Bruckner symphonies for you. Adsission 45*00* Bring a date* 

DEPARTMENT OF CARTOGRAPHIC ENqUlRTt My eon Ro D a is a "sap freak," 
so they oay in the contemporary jargon* Re loves to read naps, and when 
be fails to find what he wants on a uap available to hia, he draws his 
own. He's been doing this for alaoat two years now| and his interest 
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hasn't flagged for on* ninut*. H* 1b nov to th« paint that* if you a 
him th* location of any street In San Diego* ha will gat oat th* big 
book* look It up, aroiB<-r«fer«nct it, and give you directions. 

But Ross desperately nee do new horisons. Ha baa expressed an In 
in other locales * and ay meager collection of imps of Los Angeles* Pb 
and Austria hsT« not sated his desire. And I therefore ask a favor 4 
yon, the readerst If yon have a chance, would yon ba no kind as to g 
up a street nap of your locality, and send It to Rosa? Don't go ovex 
a simple bats I c nap such as th* kind one g*ta at the gas station la pe 
If you need to keep th* original* photocopies are welooms too. 

Any and all contributions will be acknowledged by a personal not 
( and stamp on the envelope ) froat Rosa* If volume la heavy* replies « 
take tlnef he does have school* y*know*.». 

Foreign items welcome. I can faka my way through any Major lan§ 
except Chinese and Japanese. (No* friends* Urdu and Catalan are not 
languages.) I 

"BANKRUPTCY AVOIDANCE FEE." This was the tors given to his oo&t 
by John Crosby* who apparently read sy assay of last Issue to mean tfc 
either you guys kick in or I get locked up* This la by no means th* 
I an Dot about to sink in an ocean of drunken debt* So - John* with 
thanks for th* kindness* 1*11 Just add your money to your sub balance 
go back to plotting sy next e pi urge. . 

Seriously* bankruptcy was never on ay mind. There'* an ethical 
lea I simply could not surmount* *v*n If 1 were that far gonei fixe*] 
very extreme Instances* bankruptcy Is merely the way of taking a qoii 
the law and using it to avoid personal responsibility. To sy miad* I 
la unfair. People who land me money or who sail mm things have *v*rj 
to expect repayment (see th* film "Soul Han") for a wonderful moment 
vein). Okay* they* re probably insured agalnat default. But th* mart 
debtor* default* th* higher their premiums* and th* hlgh*r th* cost i 
consumer credit* Furthermore* using bankruptey a* an "oat* fails to 
the fundamental isau* * namely that people who gat themselves Into fit 
messes need very desperately to reanalyse and restructure their monet 
life styles. If they don't* than bankruptcy seraly buys tine against 
next morass* In th* interaata of self -education, personal prid* and 
herence to ethics* I would rather take this as an opportunity to ehoi 
myself out, rather than ask a court to wave a magic gavel. 

Now den*t misunderstand. I don't object ta the laws of bankrupt 
per set they exist for a reason* and there are times when there ar* i 
reasons for using them* The same applies to the welfare system and i 
similar programs* It is a blessing that a nation is able to but treat 
cltlaeos with last-ditch help of this nature* But* as with any boll* 
program* there are loopholes* and there will alwaya he bobs who will 
them in ways that w*r* never intended* More commonly* there will b* 
who will us* thes* not out *f sails*, but rather out of laziness, igi 
of other options* or merely as a quick— release of atnes or guilt or 

In any event, I'm very glad none of this is really relevant to i 
I can juat imagine the blow to self —Image such things must cause* Ai 
hove this pet theory running around that the biggest problem w* fac* 
this society today is the deterioration of self-image in our oltlseai 
We're bombarded with itt We're just a number. Our jobs ar* just coj 
In a chain. We're too fat. We're too thin. We drink too much. W* 
our children too much. A few years of that propaganda* and th* self- 
meter plummets to record lows. No wonder th* "I'm O.K.." school of ii 
psychotherapy Is so popular. W* need It in purs s*lf- defense I 
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YES, FRIENDS * THAT WAS EXACTL Y WHAT 100 THOUGHT IT WAS I Th* preceding two 
pagea have been ah exact roeonatructloa of cos TAGU an A , Vol* I, Hunber 1, 
first iasued on April Pool 1 a Day 1965, (How appropriate! t though as a 
uttir of fact it waea't planned in any aonao of that day that COSTA haa 
since made fescue • ) An I recall* X aont out about thirty copies to people 
whsee addresses Steve Cartier and John Boardaan gave ■« , and wound up with 
eight or nine subscribers and ono trade i (IftAUSTARK. On a Kan* filled rather 
quickly <196">')t tha otbar took a bit longer bat eventually got going aa 
well* Botn gaaea,' along; with a third started rathar later* wound up aa 
arphana in ay firat (and only truly aeaay) fold| Dr. Boardaan finished 
off 1965c for me (along* with tha inimitable press aarlaa ha had b**n 
contributing froa tha outset, daaplt* hla not being a player), Charles 
Wells took one. Bob Ward took on*,.,. 

Anyway - please lot »• expreas a vary groat public dabt to Hark 
Beroh, gentleman and friend, who - whon aakod if ha could poaalbly pro- 
Tlda a photocopy of ay firat laaue (I hadn't had ona in tan years), aont 
hia original I "Everyone should have hla own firat issue," Hark asserts, 
and » ( thanka to hia, I do* (Incidentally* why did I retype it instead 
of 3uet copying ltt Because the original waa no poorly printed that it 
in illegible In epots. That may be why Hark did what he did| maybe he 
couldn't get a copy to print I Whatever* ...the prooedlng has been an 
exact reproduction except for the typewriter ueed| the one I had to type 
on la 19*5 waa a 193% aanual Underwood which waa finally deatroyed in 
1973 by Banter* a ranbunotioue Labrador Retriever, who knocked It off 
ay dank and cracked the cant-iron frame* It atill worked* but the gaping 
natal wnn a hasard, ao I junked it and bought - thin one* The annual 
Olyapia with Spanish keyboard*. It haa oerred faithfully ever since, 
haTlng been la the shop exactly ono tine since I got it*) 

lit I II llLi.LlLlLLti III! ttlltlt&tlli II I I 

AND SPEAKING OF ISSUE NUMBER ONE* 

a young gentleman named Mieosyanaw Geryk (be atylea himself * Bruce* 
now) baa Just put ua all to shame. He haa plunged into the publishing 
world with the first Issue of BLUNT IKSTBUHEHTS, and the initial inprosslon 
la one of pure astonishment* I am remladed ever an strongly of my own 
namesake, Joaef Koraenlowakl ("Jooeph Conrad"), tha Pole who grew up without 
English* retired from a career aa a merchant ueaman at the age of thirty- 
eight, and rather quickly burst on the ocene (1S95) aa one of the greateat 
novel lata Engllah literature haa produced* ("Lord Jin,' 'Heart of Dark- 
ness,' 'The Secret Sharer*' 'Nostromo* - the latter being the aource of 
* COSTAOUAMA's name) Mow it la 1936 1 Bruce Qeryk* having graced our shores 

for a mere seven years, haa put aside hia Polish, taken up 'our 1 language* 
and has made it hla own in a way that will make every budding writer 
absolutely boggle* Now, I suppose we could accept it if this production 
were graaatloally eorreet but rather stilted] that's not unooaaoo in 
language transplants* But this thing is not only graaatloally perfect , 
it Is alas smooth, idiomatic and fun ! 

Okay* you say* Bruce la a friend | it's only logloal that 1*11 get 
excited for friendship' a sake. Beaidea* Bruce la insecure just aa are 
the rest of ua, so he won't believe my enthusiasm in any case* (Never 
mind two 'phone ealle thi* past week waning of fuaiv*. * ) So I took 
the staple out* put several pagea aside* and Baked ay mother to read 
a couple of Bruce' a writings. She finished 'The Soapbox* (Bruce* a 
forum pagea)* looked up* and said, "Q*t t he knows how to write, doesn't 
he? Too bad he spelled * olvlliaed* the British way* and split an in- 
finitive ("*.*ao as to best foster**.* 11 ) But otherwise* he's good I" 
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Nov you anst understand that nry aether doesn't ear* for btana about this 
hobby f her only lnttreat la that she has been a teacher of English grantr 
and style for twenty years (after retiring as an R«R*)» She was quit* 
impressed. When I told her later about Bruce 'a background, aha also at 
loat her teeth. InpressedT That's putting It ulldly. 

In terns of graphics, 1*11 go on record as insisting, after just 
one iflsue, that BLUNT INSTRUMENTS la th* moot at tract Ire product In the 
entire hobby, with just on* exception! Rip Gooeh's DIVERSIONS and its 
companion, Robin ap Cynan's HONOCBROttE. And the choice here la really a 

toSB-Up* 

But It is in content that Brno* baa made hi a Bark, and for which I 
suggest he has already gone down la hobby history without ever having 
followed through on Issue 2. Essays on a variety of subjects, froa th* 
expected (game openings, houst rules) to th* random (American politics, 
f line and literature, Br uxo on/Toea t oe on ' 66) or* Interspersed on the 
basis of variety, continuous Interest and continuity. Whether a given 
reader likes every thing, sost readers will like uany things* and thay 
will be Inspired to read the whole Just to find their favorite parts* 
It's a good and tested editorial style* which Just happens to b* ay own, 
and I Impressed that Bruce has don* so w*ll with It with no advuno* 
practice * 

I reoosaend this effort without quail float ion, and I offer ary (ran) 
personal guarantee of satlsfsotlont Sub, read an Issue, and than If you 
regret your expenditure, send so th* request for a refund. 1*11 pay* 
The fe* involved la *1O/10 Issues, or f1«10 each. Trades welcone* 
Qauee are open, regular Diplomacy (NO FEB 1-f you sign up now ), and 
Bruce is also angling for other, non-Dip games to run, 1**1 try Ins t° 
talk hlu Into RAILWAI RIVALS* However, th* poor sod amy eettle for 
e one thing aiundane like UNITED (Soeeer) - yueoht 

The address 1st Brno* deryk, 5?h& s. Blacks tone Ave., #31 O, Chicago, 

IL 60637-1882. 

///////////////////////////////////// 

Another good place to look for gau-e openings is with Rues Rusnak, 
(From Poland to Caechoslovakla In on* linear separator, *ht) Now her* 
we have a superior 'snail* sine, ona that aiakea no bone a about Its latent 
to stay lntlnate and unpretentious* Eon* out* filler and fun reading, 
hut In general this la Intended as « reliable place to play gears, and 
Russ does that function rather well. WHO CAREST has been with u* for 
a while, and has a superior reputation for reliability, honesty and 
accuracy. And after forty- two Issues, It still ret aloe those ideals* 
Ruse* political viewpoint leaves a lot to be desired, but hey, w* can't 
all be perfect* 1*11 gladly take th* huuor and aocuracy, and we'll argue 
about goremnent Intervention in hua*n life later? (If all people ware 
ethical and equitable, I B d oppose gov*rnu*nt "Ihfrlugeuent* too.) 

In a recent letter, Russ writes, "I think..* we would not agree about 
a lot of things*" Re was referring to politics and life, but there's 
one other area he nay not have considered. Based on his reputation and 
past performance, I think I consider Rusa a far sera Important and vital 
aeatber of th* publishing hobby than he does. All th* annual award* go 
to the big flashy ' sines t like COSTA, whose editors spend big bucks and 
write reams. But the life-blood, th* undercurrent, 1* people like Russ. 
Be makes the gauea good, and gives us all n batch of fun in th* process* 
Qase fee tlO. Rues Rusnak Is at 900 N, Rohlwlng ltd*, #333, Addison, XL 
60101-1009. Openings lu rsgulnr Dip, Coaaie Dip and W.V.IIlb* 
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THE MAILBOX FILLBTHi 

Doug Bo* walker app*r*ntly alaaad th* point of ay referenc* to too 

Baker M t*aohinge of Jmub" In ay letter about th* 'Snunaa* article. 

I Mentioned th* teaching* of Je*u* only to giv* an id** of where 
I was eoalag froa* Aa Rod baa noted in soa* of hi* writing, th* aore yom 
know about where a person ia cosing fro*, th* nor* likely you are to bo 
abl* to coaaunicata *ff»etlv*ly with thea. E«wM«r, ao I stated in ay letter, 
I woo not trying to us* tba Jean* teachings aa an ergusent in favor of th* 
point I waa making* I triad to a on fin* ay eel f to reasoning froa ay txp*r- 
ieac* and to 'eonaon sense 1 observations. Th* foot that J*au* said sone- 
thing would only b* n eonpelllng argua*nt to son* on* who believed that B* 
was th* Son of Ood* In ay letter I did not annua* that I wa* talking to 
any on* who bell*v*d that* Actually, it wan essentially a personal latter 
to you, Conrad, although published with ay pernio* Ion* 

However, also* Rod raiaed the issu* t and sine* you lnrlt* a raspons* 
to hi* asasrtlons, let a* do so briefly- It ia certainly true that Jesus 
did not any anything about pornography. It was not auob. of an issue at 
th* tin** He waa very auch a Jew* and and* it clear that h* saw hinself 
as being both a product and an extension of traditional J* wish teaching. 
It la (an* rally **f* to assua* that he was in agr*eaent with traditional 
rabbinio teaching unless he specifically etated otherwise* Th* can* Rod 
Mentions (Jesus teaching about dlvore*) was in faot an exaapl* of Jeans 
saying that tradltionnl Interpretation *f th* aorlptur* as allowing 
divorce was too liberal* 

Rod apparently feals that J*sus cannot really aaan what he says about 
direr o* b*e*us* that would put Jesus **ln an anti-huaaulst 1 * light, and 
Rod oorraotly r*oognis** that Jesus' teachings are as a while profoundly 
"huaanlat* in th* sons* that th*y help us to understand what It aaan* to 
b* aoat deeply and fully nuaan* Another possible resolution of th* dlleaaa 
would bo that divorce ltsslf is not huaaniatlo* 

This is sll vary interesting to a* t but I doubt if yon want to turn 
COSTAQUAlCA lnta n major forua for theological debet* «... 

((On th* contrary i ay d*ar friend f I cannot think of a better topic 
for which w* could posalbly utilise ay pages* And thia la one place 
where you writers — Bed* Doug, and Craig so far - hav* been guilty of 
profoundly educating your editor. In a 'phone conversation disouaslng 
hi* l*tt*r and Craig's response last issn*. Sod posed what I suppos* has 
got to be th* **ultinat* H ohall*ng«i "Hey, if you're so interested, why 
don't you read th* Blblaf 1 * And ao, I aa* I find ayaelf taking a great 
deal of It sb allegory* but I *a truly otartled that quit* s lot of it 
la both good reading, and vastly profound* I plan a aajor report on ay 
adventures in an upcoalng lsau*. In th* aeanwhile, I would very "ooh 
hop* that, if any of you feels lapelled to coaaent on th* points raised 
by the others, or If any new people wish to pop in here - Alan Stewart* — 
plesse ao do* Hot only is it interesting, I think aaybe you'll agree, it 
is also important. Far aore so than discuaaiona of hobby archives...*)) 

On another topic* How to explain to your children why you do things 
in Dip that you would never (hopefully) do in real life. It know that 
this will s**a like another crazy idea, but how about if you resolve that 
dlleaaa by not lying in Diplomacy gases T Obvioualy this idea has a very 
saall constituency in the current hobby, or elae those who practice it 
reaain nighty quiet* But I aa not convinced that it needs to be a recipe 
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for defeat* I ha?* won a couple of games, and I do not remember lying 
to anyone Id th«n. 

It seens to ne that one who consistently kept promises made would be 
a fairly desirable partner In any alliance* The gain in friends and allies 
might veil outweigh the gain of a few center* In a stab* Of course yon 
would want to be careful to avoid asking proalaea of ge.se long alliance, 
as these sight be very inconvenient later* but Host play era do not deaand 
a game long promise anyway precisely because they know It Is worthless. 

I generally try to set up the board fl o no single stab in a given year 
la going to do ae In* If someone wants to come and get ae, it is going to 
take thee) a couple of years* I assume tbat my opponents would do the same* 
Ideally « at least, each of us should avoid a situation where everything 
depends upon one other person being honest. Is any capable player going 
to put himself in a position where ha will live or die based on the results 
of a single turn? naturally, I do not assume that anyone *lse is telling 
the troth. If he has units in position, to stab *e , I wottld want to have 
units in position to defend. 

I wish I had more time to expand this theory. {(Me tool)) I think 
that a convincing case can be made tbat even from a results-oriented 
standpoint, this philosophy could be very practical* Ton will notice 
that 1 have not exactly said that I follow this approach. I do not know 
if I want to take all the guess-work away for those of yon with whom I 
play. 

I reallce also that there is a certain Inconsistency hers, be cans* 
in real-life, consciously allowing a person to misinterpret ay intentions 
would be as bad as deliberately deceiving. So I guess I a* not proposing 
a moral one-to-one equivalence between Dip and real life* But it makes 
an interesting proposition anyway* 

((Ton ain't kidding, it makes a whopp e r of a proposition! 

{(I*ve actually heard your thesia forth before, in one form or 

another* There was, In fact* a publisher who ones folded his 'sin* and 
dropped from the bobby because of his moral inability to countenance the 
Inherent lying and deception in the game* Not too long ago, I had a 
letter from a friend - I prefer not to name him, for his sake - who 
expressed that he was wrestling with the very dilemma you propound § and 
was thinking seriously of withdrawing from postal Dip because of the sam» 
moral dilemma. (He thought he'd be better off sticking to other postal 
games wher* * treachery* Is not Involved. > 

((I would think that the validity of your theory depends entirely 
upon whether one is playing for 'the moment 1 or for an overall reputation* 
Many people think nothing of a postal stab, precisely because they recog- 
nise that they are unlikely to meet most of their opponents again - the 

attrition and name proli fera.t ion . bei ng so hi g h, and ^11 ^ Others,- perhaps 

more far-sighted — or committed to a Bora active hobby involvement - 
take your propositions very seriously because they know that straying 
from your dicta will sooner or later come back to haunt them* And this 
Is not even considering those who have moral or ethical problems with 
dishonesty, never sind that the game rules specifically Invite such 
behavior. * * • 

((I should be extremely interested in receiving consents on Doug 1 " 
issues, and reactions thereto. I know the Issues havs been discussed 
before In ethical/moral terms, hut I do not recall that they*ve ever been 
put forth as a possible game strategy* RodT Malt? Hark? Bruce? Havs 
I missed something? 

((In fact, I agree with Doug* The rules of the game may well say that 
you can lis, but there le no overriding reason why one must in fact do so* 
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Mow, if jou will k*op in alad that I hava baan playing this 9am* for a 
ijuartar af a eantwry, lot M attaat to thlai I hava 11*4* and I hava 
d*o*iT*d t «b4 I hava gon* th* opposlta way and »L*y*d it hoaaatly* la 
■y axparlanea, th* hoa**t way la far nora auooaaaful aa. a atratagy la 
th* long run. Th* lying attd dacaptloh *ny work nlcaly for the gan* at 
hand, bat - ru* ttaa day that yon a tab an opponent In oaa gaaa« and than 
■aat bla again In anotharJ 

((My awn fa* Una la thlai If you plan to play juat a gaaa or two* 
or to a hat gun yaur playing aaong n*ny 'slnaa without rapatltioni and If 
yon b«T« no athlcal or aoral objactlonaf than go ahaad, 11a through your 
taath* Th* rulaa parait it, thar* ara no lagal aonatralnta* But look 
vary car a fully ovar your aaouldar* Ragardlaaa of tba rulaa, paopla do 
ladaad raaaabar dlahoaaaty* In ono of ay Boat racant gams atarta (In 
England)* I waa faoad with (a) a playar with no known reputation* lb) 
a playar with a rapatation for unaqul-rooal reliability, and (o) a playar 
with a raputatlon for Aaviona daallnga* I promptly offarad ona a atroag 
allianea, anothar a ahort-tara allianoa, and didn't writ* at all to tba 
third, I l*a«* it to you to figur* out tha aaaortnaat* 

((Piaouaaion la not only walooaad, it la anoouragad. ) ) 
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COtfTROVERSIAlAY, but rather proudly, I respectfully dedicate this issue 
to the Hon. Toney Anaya, the outgoing Governor of New Mexico* Barred fay 
State law from running for a second ti» t and faced with a reactionary 
successor in a State that la ( aa la all the San Belt) increasingly 
conservative* Gov* Anaya nut his political future In severe jeopardy 
tone preaunea he hen hope* of a future in New Mexico polities) by 
announcing the commutation of all sentence* of death In the State to 
life imprisonment* it la a email token - New Mexico baa only four 
death*rOv criminals - hut, in my view. It is • strong statement of 
humanity and an act of powerful courage. In his message of commutation. 
Got. Anaya expressed the hope that his act would be tbe herald of a 
movement away frost legal murder and revenge-killing, vhleh - in his 
opinion, and sine - is really all that capital punishsent la* There 
is no evidence whatsoever that the death penalty deters crime. And as 
for the oft~elted argument that the taxpayer ought not to be asked to 
feed and house vicious criminals, X ceo. suggest only that a sophisticated 
nation of nunan be logs ought not to lower Itself to the sase level as 
that of the criminals it seeks to ■lunoe* by gas and lethal ihjeotlon. 
There is soaewhat sore merit in the argument that objects to killers 
being released into society so that they say then kill again* Actually, 
the recidivism rate esong hosicide offenders is relatively low, compared 
against the rate* of other criminal typea I bat It la nevertheless high 
enough to bear scrutiny* I would suggest that a viable - and such nor* 
enlightened - option would be to restructure the legal alternative. It 
is not necessary that a brutal killer, e.g., bo Incarcerated for a few 
years and then released for "good behavior. « It is perfectly reasonable, 
and possible, to coablne an elimination of the capital penalty with a 
tightening of the alternative penalty. As it stands in California, for 
example, the capital sentence may only be imposed on a showing of one of 
a short Hat of "special circumstances" - examples of these aret surder 
of a law enforcement officer] multiple murderf second- of f ense murder I 
murder by poison, lying-in -trait or torture - there are a few others. 
Perhaps we could revise the statutes to make these showings of "special 
circumstances" requirements for a sentence of life imprisonsebt without 
the possibility of parol* ( and further housing such persons is. a special 
institution built solely for them - a select population, allowing of 
strict control and close scrutiny, thus reducing the {already tiny, in 
California} risk of escape. 

This simplified proposition cries out for refinesent, I acknowledge 
that there will always be a loophole somewhere, and I further accept that 
proponents of legal murder will triumphantly screech, "Yes, but killing 
the bastarda eliminates all loopholes'" No, actually, it doesn't f it 
eliminates a few old loopholes, but creates some new ones of its own, e.g. 
the accidental execution of a wrongly-convicted person (It * s rare, but 
it has happened), prejudiced verdicts (blacks have a poorer chance of 
escape from capital sentences than whites), and varying standards from 
place to place (urban areas more accustomed to higher crime rstes *re 
far leas Inclined to Impose capital sentences for heinous crises than 
are even nearby, associated rural areas). I suggest that It is unreasonable 
to kill people because of irrelevanoies, and further that It is Incumbent 
on any civilised society to restrain its Instant emotions and behave on 
a higher plane. Failing that, we become no more noble than other world 
regimes which we are wont to criticise! the Iran of Khomeini, the Kampu- 
chea of Pol Pot, the revolutionary Cuba of Castro. 
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EARLT TULe DEPTpi One of the advance Christian presents I've received 

year, is a book of 'classical nualc anecdotes*' Kind of a fun by-way 
for specialists, but there are a few roaring gens In there. Tor exaaples 

1 » Karlhelns Stockhauaen Is an a* ant-* garde coaposer of the present 
day, noted for electronic experiments of dubious auaieelity* Shortly 
before his death, the great Brltlab naoatro Sir Thonas Beechaa was asked* 
"Hare you ever conducted any Stockhauaen?" His reply 1 "No, but I think 
I Bay have stepped in some ones*" 

2* Leonard Bernstein, Aaer lea's scat faaous auglolsn, was once rehears* 
ing an opera In Vienna and was saddled with a particularly unresponsive 
tenor* After a series of ineptitudes, the singer apparently did something 
especially asinine, at which Lenny** noraal equanimity finally broke and 
he bellowed, "I realise that it is the historical prerogative of tenors 
to be stupid« but you, sir, hare abused the privilege I" 

// // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // 

flPRlHO C LEAH mQ DEPT . (ONE SEASON EARLT) t la the process of unpacking 
cErTstnas decorations, etc., I had occasion to lrrreetlgate two old and 
largely forgotten cardboard boxes stuffed onto a shelf in the garage* 
In thesj were a number of Items of no special interest, but also a few 
that might intrigue you - things which I*d forgotten we hadi 

1« An onyx pen-holder* made for me by a former employee about tan 
years ago| the gentleman ( Millard Jewett) cut, polished and rounded the 
stone himself In his garage, set a pen into it, and presented it to me* 
Quite apart from ths friendship involved. It la indescribably beautiful* 
I had thought for years that this item wan lest) uow that it's found* it 
finally has the honoured place on ay desk that it deserves* 

2. A wood carving of « flying fish, wade by one Varren Christian. 
I never knew Varren, hut his niece was once (1958-60 or so) a pen~pal 
of nine* Both Betty Christian and her uncle Warren live on Pitcairn 
Island, and are direct descendants of Fletcher Christian, the leeder 
of the "Bounty 11 Mutineers. This carving was Betty's Christmas gift to 
■* in a second carving (of a tern) cue in 1959* Jean hates the 

flying fiah t tolerates the tern, and has finally - after eleven yearn of 
Marriage - agreed to defer to ay request that they be set out in the house. 
My own feeling is that they are excellent work* and quite unusual - how 
■any of you have souvenirs of Pitcalrn7 

3* An old, yellowed* nearly-crumbled newspaper froa Hani It on, Ontario* 
Canada, dated April 17, 1912. This has been preserved because, on one of 
the inside pages, there la a brief story about a bank nanager named Hermann 
Hetake who aborted an attempted robbery at his bank and killed the perpe- 
trator* (Hermann was ay great-uncle. > this is all well and good* but 
it Just so happens that this laaue of the paper had a rather historic 
headline! "TITANIC SINKS I « Tup - the 'Titanic* sank on April 15, Oncle 
Hermann killed the robber on the 16th, and the two etorlen can* together 
in the issue of the 17th- And my late Aunt aretchen saved the thing, not 
for the 'Titanic* business, but for the Dncle Hermann etoryt 

A aeries of eight letters, written to ay grandfather by one Charles 
Ross* a good friend and journalist, from San Francisco about a week (et eeqj 
after the 1906 earthquake. They describe In incredible and lucid detail the 
disaster* the city in the aftermath* and the feelings of the survivors, I 
think I any print one or two of these - they are really Intriguing.... 
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IDIOTIC JOKES OF THE MOHTII DEPT. 

Did you hrar about the sido-show artist with Ringling Bros, who 
called in sick one day, complaining of a severe sword throat? 

And then there's the woman who was deathly afraid of dentists* but 
had a horrible toothache and finally decided she had no recourse* Ss 
ah« went, «nd the dsntlet put her in the chair and started probing/* After 
a few moments he stopped* looked at the patient and **id, "Ma das, are 
you aware that your hand is clutching my testicles?" 

"Tss, doctor, I •■»" rsplied the patient. "And I sinotrely hope that 
ne 1 tber one o f aa will be hart by this exam 1 n 

///////////////////////////////////// 
UNCLE CONNIE SINKS FURTHER AND FARTHER INTO THE HIRE OF ROCK MUSIC 



B.B.KINOi Twenty Greatest Hits. I've said before that I hate 'Greatest 
Hits* albums, bat in the case of classics such aa this, there ain't too 
many choices] the old discs are long oat of print* This guy Is one of 
the great ones in rock/RffcBj some people assert that he *s the greatest 
of all* B.B* King syttthenlses a lot of things t Urban big- band Ja*n, 
country bines, early blaok rock, and * fifties dano* rhythms* 'Heavy 
Metal* freaks won't like this stuffl it 1 * too earthy, too intense, too 
human* The rest of you? I'd be inclined to think you'd find It powerful* 
emotional material* At the risk of misleading, this Is where *soul muslo* 
originated - deep, heartfelt intensity in a rhythmio cloak* B.B. King la 
also the originator of "the strut" - the guitarist striding aorosa the 
stage, belting his message and waving his guitar in emphasis* Hick Jagger 
perfected the idiom* bat here is the source* Incidentally, this tape la 
Italian-made* and the fine print la rather charming; We hare "Lata 112" 
instead of "Side 1 ft 2", and the legal disclaimer raadn, "Riservati tnttl 
1 drlttl del produssion* fonogr. e del prop* dell* opera reglstr* Salvo 
antoriss. sono vietata la dupllo* la locaa* e l'ultlllns* dl qucsto prod* 
per pubbl* tste. e radiodiff*** In other words, this Is copyright stuff, 
and no ripping It off or the Mafia will be in contact 

FONOGRAFi What's The News, Mr* WagnerT This one is on disc only, and 
I venture to suggest that net one single reader has aver heard of It* The 
enseable 'Fonograf are, no th# name implies, a studio oonaoctlon that do 
not do tours or concerts, th*y make discs and that's it* They also imitate 
* lot, but in a manner so charming a*d startling that they simply must be 
taken seriously* What they imitate la American blues, American country rock, 
and American light pop - and they do it all very wall, with a feeling not 
normally found in Imitators. It is especially unusual to find such fine- 
tuned* original "Imitation* in a foreign group, because, you see, 'Fonogref 
are an Hungarian ensemble, and all songs are versed in Magyar. The offset 
is, to say the very least, striking. Do you like The Carpenterst Bill 
Staines? John Denver? Are you willing to accept Bill Stalnss singing In 
an unknown tongue, find backed by a moderate electric rhythm? Then ask me - 
I'll tape this thing for you* Because, Lord knows, you'll never ever find 
It on the opsn market*,*. 
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CREEDENCE CLEABVATB&I Tha Hot!* Album* If you lika rock, yon don't 
a««d a description harsf CCB ara too wail known, too popular to rsquira 
datailad discussion* Tfaay'v* split nov, but in tb«ir day their albuas 
bit tha charts roughly avary fiftssn Mlnutoa* Tha particular tap* oitod 
ia aaraly a ooapeudau* of eon of tha great nuibtrat 'Midnight Special,' 
■Proud Nary*, -Bad Ho on Rialng, ' *Who'll Stop tb* Rain?, 1 ato. t etc. If 
tb*r* ia a battar ansaabls, plaaaa tall a* of thon; it*a hard to iaagina* 
Wotat A background in (and liking for) Xittla Richard, Cajun, and country 
bluaa la a raanislta h*r*. 

CLIFTON CHEWIER I Jolia Blon' • Ton thought it waa w*ird ravlaving 
Foaograf on tha last pago, with country rook In Hungarian? try thia ontt 
Cajua rook la Louisiana Francbl Clifton Gbaniar la a black accordion- 
player froa tha bayoua , and ba tak«s traditional Louisiana anisic, naahaa 
it with Mainstream HfcB, and eoaas up with sdBathlng of iaoradlbla exalta- 
»«nt. Llttla Alohard in waits taapo. Bobby Day in Franoh - a paouliarly 
baatardiaad Franoh at that. Strong rhythas, bluas ting«B, and a druaaar 
vha baa a aoat spaaing ability to play snaraa and baaa drum and ayabals 
and aaoka a sigarstta all at ooci - I ataauld know, I aat Clifton and his 
band in 196ft, and tb*y pat on quits a rousing show. Thoa* art scares 
raoord* than* daya t but thay'ra out tharai if you can't find than (thay'ra 
on tha Arhoolta labal) » ask sa to gat for yoo f or to tap* theau 

to ba oont*d* • 
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A 3TEOO& A 0 RtJS HOT EATING CROTTLED GREEPfi 
Erlo P. too Matzk* 

Gouache on Kitchan Tabla 



1* 

APROPOS of th* Creedenc* Clearwater co*»«nt on the previous pages, I hart 
an Important Question. Now, I Ilk* these guys ud all, but I am struggling 
wl th th* lyrlon* And, in on* particular case, I have the lyrics down but 
I'm struggling with th* weaning* 

Pray tell, what in the hell is "chooglin • "? 

////////////////////////////////////// 

HAPCOH ' 8^ has been aoheduled, or maybe that'* r*-*ch*dul*d, for th* first 
weekend In June - I hare no calendar, but I think we're looking at Jane 
**— 5-6 here. It had been Intended for about a month later, bat reservation* 
at the Student Onion conflicted, so theee are the new and final dates. 

I plan to attend (did you know that round-trip on Amtrak la only 
taOO, and I get to see Portland in the bargain? ) t and hop* to meet mm 
Many of you there an I possibly can* 

Unfortunately, the dates they've selected, will pose m problem for me 
in another rein. There la no way In th* world that I can bold my own pro- 
posed "Con-Con" one weekend, drive or train back ea*t the next, and! still 
maintain my family commitments at a time when both children are just about 
to get out of school for th* summer* So - CO If- 00 H la cancelled for now* 
I'll do it again, sometime^ when schedule* m*sh better, I'll just rid* th* 
train (nix days round tripl), attend HadGon for a day or two, and get back 
in time to do th* *nd-of-eohool bit* 

To those of you who had planned to driv* *aot with m* - well, aaybe 
v* can work it out anyway* Bob - call your local Amtrak, get a quote 
from Portland to Hadlson (th* trip is 51 hours each way) and eee if you 
can join me for a croes-oountry adventure. I'd love your c cap any. And 
David i It's easy, you'r* bo close, all you do 1* plan to be at MadCon 
an that weekend f I'll buy dinner, we oan share floor space or * room, 
and I'll stomp you at your choice of games. 

The** revised dates are, I predict (sorrowfully), going to pos* a 
problem for some. So many of us are student* or teachers* and this 
may w*ll create a conflict with th* *ad-of*se***t*r/qnart*r exams, *te. 
I hope attendance won't b« utterly *hatt*r*d as a result*... 

/l/t/|/t/t/l/t/l/l/l/t/l/l/t/t/«/t/l/ 

COMPLETE WASTE OF TIME DEPT. i 'Parade,' a Sunday-supplement «*g*Bin* 
which comes with many newspaper* across th* country* has recently begun 
a new feature* They've hired a lady named Marilyn H*ch vos Savant « a 
39-year-old raving beauty, to do a Q*A column* Her claim to fame Is that 
she is on record as having the highest I.q* score ever recorded - 230 on 
an unspecified seal** So, 'Parad*' has ittvlt*d raader* to "challenge her 
to do what eh* does best - think." 

Fine so far? Teah, but look at the questions they glv* her. "What 
kind of music do you listen to when you're alone?" "Do you think Iran or 
Iraq will win the Arab On If warT" "Do you believe in aodT" 

I would deeply appreciate it if some reader would enlighten me. What 
exactly do questions such as then* hav* to do with a high Eh? 

// // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // 

HOST NOTABLE STUPID qUOTB OF 19861 "Th* next ieau****(wlll be) a moves- 
only issue, with no press, no latter*, n* articles, and no nothing else. 14 

- C. Ton Metsike, COBTAGOAIfA, Vol. XI, Ho. 5, P*7 
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POSTAL CATHEDRAL t AHTOHET I've recently discovered a new game (new to me, 
at any rata) to whioh I hart bacon* utterly addicted, * Cathedral* caie* 
Id a red box whioh looks exactly lika 'Trivial Pursuit,* but th* similarity 
*nda right there. 'Cathedral' la for two players* It IbtoUqp a competi- 
tive attempt to build a Mediaeval walled city atop a board nlailar to a 
chess-board, with pre- formed building* th* token* and points icond for 
t*rrltory claimed And/or nuaber of buildings built* Th* gui anda whan 
no-on* can build any mora, and th* winn*r la th* on* who haa , by strategic 
placement of hi a edifices, built tha aoat and accumulated th* most terri- 
tory* 

Th* gam* ia on aala in America for th* frightening price of 
■ad originates fros New Zealand. It la a truly fin* gas* a*t - r*al wood, 
top quality in all r*sp*oto* It *v*n cones with a printed endorsement 
fro*) nightclub singer John Davidson* 

X hav* bought tha gas*, *> nd would vary much lika to taach it to some 
of "y renders. I hav a also d*sign*d a sock- up which can b* ua*d In lieu 
of spending all thosa bucks on your own s*t* Th* rasult would be roughly 
equivalent to playing that old standard 'Bsttlsship* on graph paper with 
penall, as opposed to spending green things on th* ourr*ntly-the-rag* 
"Electronic Battleship 14 set. 

Is anyone interested? Tha game can b* played quit* aasily with or 
without referee, and I would be nor* than thrilled to sponsor an unlimited 
number of ga**« either as opponent* r*fer*e or merely reporter* I will 
supply to any int*r*st*d party mj version of th* rules (sorely a photocopy), 
a aook-»up board and. s full sat of playlng-pieoe configurations* Coet la 
$1*50* Or, s*nd a 22c a taupe d envelop* for just th* rules, and decide 
on that basis whether yon want sore* 

It strikes ■* as th* sost unusual, most intriguing ga*« of pur* skill 
that I hav* encountered in untold years* I think it could easily take 
Its plno* alongside various other two-parson gases - cheat, backganson t 
Han-Jongg, etc*, as a real olassie with an endless challenge. And if any- 
one wishes to try it, hers in COSTA, there's no reason In the world why 
X oouldn't aocosodat* reports of a vaat number of games - after all, there 
would be no adjudication (tha move is either legal, or It isn't), no press, 
and no filler* Why. I'll betcha I could do twenty CATHEDRAL games on one 
pag** and prepare and type the whole thing In half an hour* 

Anyone wanna try it? 

////////////////////////////////////// 
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I'm very gratified that you pub fished Craig Mills' thoughtful and Interesting letter. I don't a- 
gree with it much, but I enjoyed reading It. I'm also going to answer It, although the letter does 
stray quite a bit from the point I was primarily making: that the "teachings ol Jesus" don't relate 
at nil to what we now call "porn". Crafg does bring up one passage ( Matthew S;27-32) which 
might, be Interpreted a relating indirectly to the subject— but (n my opinion It doesn't* Most of 
Craig's letter, however. Is more general in context. 

Assessing Jesus as an historical figure is as much Inhibited by the sources as it Is assisted by 
them. Albert Schweitzer's famous Search for the Historical Jesus (1910) remains the best summary 
of how that search proceeded over two centuries, even if his own conclusions were outflanked by 
newer thinking virtually even as he wrote the manuscript. Traditional Christianity stIM Insfsts on 
the literal truth of the received text (something long known to be impossible) and on the absolute 
correctness of received Interpretations. Some of those fatter wilt vary from sect to sect, of 
course. However, not only Is the received text unreliable without intensive analysis, the received 
Interpretations are all too often dead off-target, Thfg creates an almost Insuperable problem in any 
discussion of this subject between those who realty want to get at the truth and those who want 
to preserve the received text and sectarian readings at any cost. Craig doesn't Impress me as to- 
tally hidebound In that regard but we could run Into problems In that area which would render this 
whole thing a debate betwen apples and oranges. 

Referring to Jesus as a "humanist" Is not In the least an anachronism, as Craig suggests. It 
is true the term Is more modern, but in fact humanism is very ancient, originating at least with 
the Greeks. Renaissance humanism was merely their expression of Graeco-Roman philosophic val- 
ues- Humanism was in the air Fn early Palestine, and to argue that the actual term wasn't used 
until some centuries later Is avoiding the Issue. Jewish humanism flourished mostly among the Per- 
ushlm — the Pharisees. At their worst the Pharisees were pettifogging pedants, and It Is against 
these antihumanistlc Individuals that Jesus hurled some his most stinging rebukes -- not as exemp- 
lars of the cause, but as traitors to It. At their best, the Pharisees sought to humanize and 
soften the rigors of the Law, Jesus went further and aimed at overhauling It (which explains his 
otherwise puzzling failure to "convert" any great number of his contemporaries). 

1 want right now to dispose of the notion that Ist-Century Jewish society wasn't operating 
under a gross double-standard as regards the genders. Under the Law, "adultery" was defined as 
infidelity on the part of a married woman only. An affair between a married man and an unmar- 
ried woman was not considered adultery* Certainly it was not socially approved, but neither was 
it punished and It was generally winked at. Furthermore, as Craig's discussion clearly shows. It 
was the woman who was viewed as the chief tempter and chief culprit in adultery cases. Further- 
more, it's instructive to note In the story Craig cites (John 7:53-6:11), even though the guilty coup- 
le was caught In the act. It appears to be only the woman who Is being punished (whereas the 
Law requires both of them to be stoned). Similarly, In divorce: under the Law, only a man may 
give a woman a pet (writ of divorce), not the other way around. The traditional wording of a get 
in the Mlshnah (Glttln 9:3) futher emphasizes this: "Behold, you are free to marry any man? 1 
Jesus was clearly offended by this sort of injustice. 

Jesus did Indeed say he had come to "fulfill" the Law; but we must be careful of that term. 
The Greek word translated as "fulfill" means many things. It could mean "carry out" t "complete", 
or "bring to a culmination". . .but It can also mean "clarify" or "reveal the true meaning of". 
We don't know what the original Aramaic was. so Jesus' statement must remain enigmatic— and 
not a clearcut statement of "messianic" purpose, which Is usually the received Interpretation. We 
might be able to get at this statement by observing Jesus* attitude toward the Law In his own 
time* Statements and actions of his which can reasonably be regarded as authentic show a thinly 
veFled contempt for the Law's more unreasonable strictures. Jesus refused to countenance the ex- 
ecution of a woman clearly guilty of adultery; he consorted with unclean persons; ha accomplished 
and permitted work on the Sabbath, In fact» his statement that the Sabbath was made for man, 
and not man for the Sabbath, is not only a frontal attack on the Law as understood in his time, 
it Is the most perfect statement one could find of a humanist position. My own reading of "ful- 
fill", therefore. Is "reveal the true meaning of" the Law. By revealing the true meaning of the 



Law. Jesus' mission Is itself revealed: that of replacing the shadows with the substance (the two 
"Great Commandments"). Jt was to have been a glorious revolution In Judaic thought; but It failed 
and Instead bore the garishly mutated fruit of Christianity. [It could have been worse: the Gnost- 
ics very nearly got the upper hand t It now appears.] 

(By the way, Craig, premarital sex and rape were not necessarily capital offenses: the former 
never was and the latter only If the victim was married. Otherwise, only a fine was Involved. 
An unmarried man who seduced a virgin not only paid, but was obliged to marry her. More Im- 
portantly, and typical of the anti-female thinking of the time, she was forced to marry the man 

who raped her. Loverly*} 

As to Matthew 5:27-32 does this In fact represent an added stricture, as the received In- 
terpretation wants us to believe? t doubt It. First of all, the sayings of Jesus were originally 
preserved in pithy, epigrammatic form, without the surrounding context. The Gospel of Thomas, 
despite the late (and editorially mutilated) state of Its content, still shows us the form of these 
original testimony collections {on which the present Gospels are partly based)- They are mostly 
1- and 2- sentence statements, with no hint of context or circumstance. If Jesus* preaching style 
clearly makes extensive use of irony and paradox. No doubt many of his hearers failed to pick up 
on what he meant, even though they were impressed by what he said. And what was remembered 
and retained later on was conditioned by many variables. Certainly the Intent of many sayings 
would be lost when the plthier parts were removed from the context. If That seems to be 
what happened in this case. It's unreasonable to suppose that Jesus actually Intends to make the 
Law stricter. It's more reasonable to suppose that he trying to impress his audience how difficult 
It is to avoid disruptive sexual temptations and how much effort must be devoted to avoiding acts 
which will destroy otherwise harmonious families. M Do you think it Is easy to avoid adultery? 
How can that be, which even If you look at a married woman lustfully, you have committed adul- 
tery with her in your heart!" [The term "adultery" in the actual Gospel passage means that only a 
married woman Is meant.l "If you can't even avoid the small temptation of lust, how can you av- 
oid the act If opportunity arises? It's hard work to avoid wrongful acts." Of course that's just 
one reconstruction of the possible context (and I'll be using one similar to it in my novel [tenta- 
tively] The Manh however, the point I most want to make here is that we can't assume automat- 
ically that either the received text or the received Interpretation of Jesus' sayings will always be 
correct. In the present Instance, I can't see any potential Quarrel with the text {incomplete though 
it obviously is), but the interpretation comes from an Institution far more Interested In moral out- 
rage than in humanity. 

Now we have John 7:63-8:11. Craig rightly point* out is a late insertion where we find It 
(It's one of the few passages which demonstrably got Into the received text after the book was 
written down In otherwise Its present form). 

[Bottom of p.10, Craig talks about my use of the idea of "late additions". This Is, agreed, 
less obvious. The Gospels are all built up out of other written or oral materials. These sources 
In turn contain layers of material. Some of It Is authentic and some of It was created after 
Jesus' death within the context of the evolution of the early church. A lot of scholarly hard 
work has gone into identifying which materials are which, and while absolute certainty is impossi- 
ble, there Is a lot of relative certainty in many areas. A splendid modern source which summar- 
izes a lot of modern progress here Is Jesus by the Dutch theologian Edward SchlMebeeckx, quite 
possibly the best mind presently working on the subject.] 

Anyway, Craig actually downplays how intrusive the passage In John really is. For one thing 
It disrupts the narrative (and the narrative in John Is very disordered anyway). In vocabulary and 
syntax It is entirely unJohannlne; and instead it's typically Lucan (In fact, this same passage also 
appears in some early mss. of Luke) , it Is therefore wholly foreign to John. (That's actually a 
relief> since John Is the most manipulated, distorted, and Inauthentic of all the canonical Gospels.) 

Does this mean that the story isn't authentic? No. This may be the same story which Euse- 
blus says the Church Father Papias recounted out of the Gospel According to the Hebrews. GH 
is In many quarters considered to be a testimonial source used by the authors of Matthew and 
Luke. If this story was In GH, then It apparently floated around loose from the 1st Century until 
the 3rd or 4th, when it was inserted into various places In John. 
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[That Is, this story is found In different locations In different early mss. of John ; In one of 
them, at the very end of the book.] 

. The story of the adulteress Is manifestly a very late and Intrusive Interpolation Into John; but 
tor all that It may be one of the most authentic stories we have about Jesus. The peculiar detail 
about writing fn the dust...an Inexplicable and almost loony aspect of the story... has all the hall- 
marks of a real memory of a real event. 

[Jesus' doodling on the ground here Is the subject of quite a debate among possible explana- 
tions. The Anchor Bible edition of John lists 5 possibilities (J.333f), Desmond Stewart {The Fpr- 
elner» 1981) suggests it might be sand-writing, then as now a form of divination in Egyptian magic- 
al practice. This incident is In fact one of the main guns In the arsenal of those who claim 
that Jesus dabbled in magic ( e.g., Morton Smith, Jesus the Magician [1978]).] 

Be that as It may, what can we learn from this Incident? 

First of all, Jesus absolutely opposes the punishment for adultery which Is prescribed by the 
Law. Mere, as elsewhere, Jesus stands precisely In the role of the "prophet like Moses" proclaimed 
in Deuteronomy 18:15-19; that Is, he has brought a new Law. People who fall to see the wholly 
revolutionary purpose In Jesus' career have failed to come to grips with what's going on here. 

Secondly, this is one of the places we see Jesus* fundamental opposition to Judicial murder, 
I don't see how any Christian can favor or support capital punishment except through massively 
seTf-deluslve hypocrisy. But I digress. 

Thirdly, this story shows, on analysis, that Jesus recognized and condemned the double 
standard of his own society. He throws out the challenge that only a man without sin should cast 
the first stone. This passage seems ludicrous on the face of It (although the church accepts this 
still surface meaning in all seriousness). The men whom Jesus addressed would have laughed him 
to scorn and stoned the lady Jf_ all he meant was any old sins. Obviously no man's hand would be 
stayed if his sins were on the order of reciting the paragraphs of the She ma In the wrong order 
or has sworn a vain oath {examples of minor and major sins under the Law), Jesus most mean a 
capital sin here. But how many of these men could have been guilty of a capital sin and still 
live? Obviously what Jesus meant (and probably actually said more directly) Is: "let him who has 
not sinned in this manner". . .calling their attention to the fact that each of them had done what 
the woman had done but had not themselves been stoned (either because the woman was unmarried 
or because they didn't get caught), [Raymond E. Brown, In the Anchor Bible John, by the way. 
spins the interesting speculation that the woman in this story may have been the victim of entrap- 
ment. Fascinating, but not as Important to interpreting the text as he seems to believe It Is.] 

Fourthly, where, really, is the forgiveness In this story? Craig's assertion aside. It Isn't In 
or through Jesus (who does not say, "I forgive you 1 ' or w you are forgiven"). Jesus merely remarks, 
"Neither do I condemn you." To get any deeper into this subject now would entail a lengthy expo- 
sition now and ongoing theological arguments which would fill many, many COSTAs. And there 
would still be no way of settling the Issue with any finality. Let me just say here that I'm con- 
vinced that the church has wholly misinterpreted Jesus' message. For him, faith, resentence, for- 
giveness, salvation, and the Kingdom are all wholly internal matters for each Individual human be- 
ing. Tradltfonal dogma In these matters is quite simply wrong. The story of the adulteress, 
probably one of the most ancient and authentic stories about Jesus we possess. Is a keystone to un- 
derstanding |ust how wrong the Church Is. 

All of which doesn't settle the "porn" question, doe3 It? My original point was that there Is 
no teaching of Jesus which relates specifically to this question. One can argue only by Indirection 
at best. Porn is a human weakness, perhaps, but hardly sinful or wicked— it contravenes neither of 
the two Great Commandments. (Yes, there are some circumstances with the production of visual 
porn which do so at times, but I'm trying to look only at the generality.) In a more cynical mood 
I might say vive la falble. However, everyone has weaknesses, and It's no sin to cater to them so 
long as this harms no one else. Perhaps In a more truly human world (which Jesus envisioned but 
failed to bring about) people would not have weaknesses: they would certainly have no wish to harm 
others, as is the rule presently. That's what Jesus was tellfng us: that we can achieve wholeness, 
but that each of us can only do It for hlm/herself. Guidance and encouragement are all anyone 
else, including God, can offer us' t and God's ability Is not very great. The traditional theology will 
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tel! you that God can do it all; you have only to "believe". Th*s traditional t?>eology will tell you 
that some Innocent acts are sins and some horrible acts are meritorious- And It will tell you that 
"salvation" Is something awarded wholly outside the self, whereas it Is really the self alone which 
can achieve it- It's no wonder, then, that the most depraved and violent of humans are found to 
have traditionalist/fundamentalist Christian upbringings. The church's failures, In this regard as In 
many others, may be traced to the delusfve nature of Its basic doctrines. 

Please don't misunderstand: \ don't hate the churches- They are mostly useful social Institu- 
tions and they've preserved the truth about Jesus buried In their own delusions about him. But 
the churches have lost the ability to listen to the voice of God. That voice Is there whenever 
the truth |g being spoken- There have continually been prophets among us, but the church mostly 
shuns or Ignores them. Sometimes they are even part of the church and expose Its sterility from 
within (as Jesus did with the Judaism of his own time). To Illustrate, let me name a few: Charles 
Darwin, Sigmund Freud, Albert Einstein, Pierre Tellhard de Chardln, Loren Elsley, Stephen Jay 
Gould, Edward SehlNebeeckx, and even (horrors') Bar tr and Russell, fl find it strange, and yet 
unsurprising, that an atheist should be considerably closer to God than John Paul II and Infinitely 
closer than Pat Robertson. IF you want a modern analogue to what Jesus was really like, Lor A Rus- 
sell is certainly a prime candidate.) 

And again, J have digressed- That's the danger of discussing the Inf Inltessimally minor issue 
of H porn H In a religious context. Major and complex Issues get raised. You get 3- and 4-page let- 
ters discussing things about which even large books aren't necessarily adequate. You got Crafg 
Mills and me and no doubt others filling your pages with what most of your readers might regard 
as claptrap. You'll have to decide how far you want this to go, Conrad -- because It will go very 
far If you let ft. 

Let's return to the "porn** question at the end- Craig will argue that even If Jesus really 
didn't get down to the precise subject, the general tenor of his teachings suggests that he was a- 
galnst It. | can't say this argument would be demonstrably incorrect --but I wouldn't agree with It 
either. Back to the "Iu5t...adultery" saying of Matthew 5. Jesus Is addressing himself here to the 
fantasy life of the normal male. Although both genders have sexual fantasies, the male's Is appar- 
ently ongoing almost continuously- A recent study suggested that the normal male has a thought 
of some sexual content even; 25 seconds. That sounds a bit much, but l r d bet lt*s not more than, 
say, a minute off- What Jesus was getting at was: If your fantasy life revolves around somebody 
else's wife, the fantasy will make the deed that much easier, so you really have to watch It. The 
fantasy is dangerous, but the deed Is bad karma. 

Porn, however. Is often part of one's fantasy life. In some ways. It's even a positive part, 
since It directs the fantasy away from some specific person and toward idealized and unattainable 
bodies- I have no problem with people who wish to avoid It because of moral standards they have 
set for themselves {so long as they recognize that this Is purely an Individual choice and not a 
response to some universal principle). Nor do I have a problem with people who hold that porn Is 
In bad taste. Chacun a son gout, of course; we all have opinions In that regard* For Instance (& 
anent another COSTA discussion), I consider rock music to be right down there, taste wise, with 
"nigger" jokes and cheap Imitations of Mlchaefangelo's "David", Lapses in taste are hardly sinful: 
why, even Beethoven and Mozart (especially Mozart) had lapses In taste- (As anybody who knows 
their pottery can attest, the ancient Greeks {whose taste we so admire nowadays) absolutely adored 
porn. I figure that if I'm with Sokrates and Alkibfades, I can't be going all that wrong. 

Which brings me back to "Suzanne", whose charming capers prompted all this dreary deep dis- 
cussion. Whatever else she Is, she ain't porn—a point I made before and which hasn't since been 
addressed. Satire, yes, and pretty good too- Porn? Get serious.-.. 

Let me conclude with a personal note- I'm not much Into heterosexual porn, but I've seen a 
few. Possibly the funniest, sexiest, and yet most frightening pornfllck ever made was "The Devil In 
Miss Jones", an old classic which y'all ought to see If you haven't. There Is art and meaning to 
this film, unlike most of the genre. It, and a bit of doggeral verse, inspired an as -yet unpublished 
fantasy short of mine, "Miss Twye". Ol close with the verse. „ .It's cute. 
Miss Twye was soaping her breasts In the bath. 
When she heard behind her a meaning laugh. 
And to her surprise she discovered 
A wicked man In the bathroom cupboard. 
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THE GAMES 




QAME - The Narcoleptic Nilgai - on hold 

I regret that it will be B«c*utrj to stall this ana* Laat issue 
I printed an English build of F Lon. On* ortunately, this la not what 
the player ordered* his build waa A Lon. Ha wrote it clearly, but I 
copied It sloppily, and when it cim tins to type up ths report, I 
read my own handwriting. Further, I was apprised of this error only in 
the last few days, and I*w* now been asked to hold the game over to allow 
tine for the correction to sink in* 

And while we ' re about it* let's Mention the other goof. The German 
retreat last tine was to StP, not I*vn *- the latter being already occupied* 

1 hare novas fros all players , but with this holdover I will aooept 
changes until the above-aaptioned deadline. 

///////////////////////////////////// 

GAME 1966 t - Thomas R. Marshall ('Jlhad-II') - on hold 

Again, a delay is needed. Only recently has it proved possible to 
send clear and usable naps to all players] they were sailed several days 
ago, along with a few clarifications of rules* 

Arned at laat with these. 1 think we can go on smoothly. Spring 635 
Mo-res (or changes to extant subniasions) are now finally and unequivocally 
scheduled for the deadline bracketed above* 

////////////////////////////////////// 

GAME 19B5HE - The Delirious Dik-Dik - tf.OV5.06 

Regrettably, Ron Drown has not been heard from. Russia thus becomes 
the property or Larry Botimer* In departing, Ron has solved one problem 
but created one far sore severe 1 He has eliminated the confusion between 
hlsself and the Ron Brown of Canada, but by the same token he has removed 
one of the brightest and most interesting members this hobby has recently 
had. I will miaa him, and so will many others. I hope he will ooae back 
soma day, or at the very least keep In touch, ... 

AUSTRIA builds A Bud. RUSSIA removes A Ank. 

AUSTRIA (John Walker): a bul s ser-rum. a amy s arm-auk, a ser~rum. 

a arm- ank. a tri a vie. a rum-ukr* a vie s tri. a war a run-ukr. 
a bud a ser-rum. f con s arm-ank. 

ENGLAND (Simon Billenness)t a yor-bel. f iJen-kle* f eng a yor-bel* 
f nwy h. f nth o jor-bel. 
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FRANCE (Robert Aoheeon)i a ffnH a par -bur* * car n Bp** * par-bur* f aid 
h* J spa ac h* 

QERtfAHT (Daniel Oorhas) i n bel-bol* a rub-nun , f hal^nth * f plc-bol * 
ITALT (Pat Jena*n)t a tyo-nun . a Ten-tyo * f lyo-tyn* f wes-tun* 
RUSSIA (Larry BotimerJi a boh-gaTZ a bar s EHQ den-kle* a bst-ma. 
* tikr e bph-gal , f bla-aav. f dtr«-bot« 

Russian amy Ukraine annihilated.. No retreete* 

See top of laat page for Fall 1906 deadline | thia will b« th* aiw format 
so watch for It.... 

FROM THE a EH MAM IMPERIAL H.q. i near England* V* might as wall make « public 
declaration of a peace tr**tyt "Pfo war no *ors* H OM 

|| Ul i| fill || fl.fi f I It M II M B 1 1 HA | % flfl. 1 1 fifl \ I flft 1 1 fill i| fill | f 

GAME 19860 - The Convoluted Cassowary - Fall ^<^0** 

Tha Fran oh any Ruhr retreated to Munich, anticipated. And I 
regret to bar* to ■nneuc* Ron Brown* a departure as Russia* and his replace- 
■tnt as what's left of Rseala by Patar Hatsunas> (Don't misread thlsi 1 
do not regret Pater's arrival, ha* a rapidly beoonlng a vary fine friend. 
But sea tha Intro-blurb to the previous Sana for ay real regret*) 

AUSTRIA (Evans Qivan)i a bud-Tie* a tyo-Ten* a trl a bud-vie* f alb 
s ITA Ion, 

ENGLAND (Robert O'DonnelDt a nwy-ntp. f nth~eng* f bar-nwy* f ska-swe* 
FRANCE (Larry Boti*er)i a ple-tyo. a bur a nun. a pie 0 bar* a ■an s 
bar* f mld-wes* 

GERM*jcT - (Mlcbael pnstllnik) 1 a hoi b bal* a bel a rah. s kle s ber-enn*. 

a bar-son* a rnh s ber— nn* f dan s KN3 ska-swe* 
ITALT (Robert Grel*r)t a npu a A US tyo-ven. a tun-pie* t «dr m Ion* 

f ion b. 

RUSSIA (Patar Mateunas)i a ■«t~*oi, a boh-Tle . a ail s PER klo-ann * 

a gal- bud , f aw* a <JEH dan* 
TURKEY (Halinda Holley)r a sar s run- bud * a run- bud* t eas—lon * 

f aag s gre. f gre s eas-lon* f eon-bul bo. 

Franeh A Hun annihilated* Russian 1 flwa say retreat to Bal* Bot, 
Fin or o*t*b*| adjustsents say ba conditional* 

CKMTRES t 

At *i Tie, bud, trl. van. Even* 

Si 61 lon« lTp t adl v nwy t awe t stp. Bui Id two* 

Ft 5* par* bra t B*r, m pa 1 per* Build one* 

Or fit bar* kle, sao, hoi, bel, den* Bran* 

It 3t roa t BBpi run. ResoTe one. 

Hi 3* etv, moa* war* Remove two* 

Tt 7t con, smy, ank, gre* ««r, bul, run* Build one* 

(Sea top of P*20) Next deadline le for retr**te>, adjustments and 
Spring 1905 Bove* all at once. Conditional* allowed* of course* 

FRANCE TO ITALY t Row I understand, you learned to play fros Dervood 
Bowen* That explains everything. 

FRANCE TO ITALT: Compared to what I waa called on the football field, 
your terao fail to Impress », 
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TURKEY TO JAHUL» NtrrouiT Why should ol* a* aaV* you nerTomt 

J AHUL TO TURKEY r Oh, I dunbo,„ooap*tition with that mind of your*, MjbtT 

FRANCS TO JAHULi Do«s your mind always run to food,, .to blseult, to 
donut , *to • ? 

JAHULi Mar* like prin rib and ohooolat* sousse, but,..y*st 

AUSTRIA TO ITALIC i Well, how did th* Evil froa) the South do this tiael 
Do n« have any dots left? 

JAHULi Tis, a few, but b«w«r* th* Great White- out in th* &ky**.. 

FRANCE TO JAHULi All right, how about "L»t*s ruabl* 11 ? That ahonld give 
you a chance to txtrtiw your Imagination! 

JAMUL: H*y, friend, could w* aayb* com tip with something *l««f Tbla is 
California* Down here, "ruabl** refers to th* *arth shaking and skyscraper* 
cruabllng around us* Do you Bind t*rr Italy iiat realnding 

A OS TBI A TO RUSSIA: Another NHR and you'll bar* an ally in your centers, 
I b*t. 

JAMUL TO AUSTRIA: Did you have any aoney on that bett If no, can I 
borrow bdhi of your winning** 

FRANCE TO TURKEY) It 1 * disgusting th* way p*Opl* toady for you. If I 
didn't know better, I'd awear yon lived in Flushing, Hew York* 

JAMUL: Hot quite, but by our Western standards, it** a suburb**** 

FRANCE TO AUSTRIA t What a wlmpl Just another toady for Milllflaent. ... 

JAHULi Well, why not? It is Chrlatnaa, and it is oold* . .what • a so bad 
about a little hot toady? 

TURKEY TO FRANCE i I know why you're nervous.. 
FRANCE TO ENGLAND: Sighl I bow to th* inevitable. 

/x/x/x/x/x/x/x/x/x/x/x/x/^/i/x/^t/x/x/x/x/x/Vx/x/x/x/x/x/iA/x/x/x/i/x/x/ 
OAHE 1983CL - The Suicidal Sunt - Winter 1913 

It has been requested that this gan* be held at Winter owing to th* 
complexity of th* adjustments. Ho problem with a*, ao her* w* h*T* iti 

France retreata T Hld-Por and builds F Bre. Russia sent no orders, 
«o th* Q«i««aaBt«r retreata the A ray Tyroll* to oblivion and further remove* 
F Ens «■*«* F Nwg. Turkey builds A Ank, A Say and has no plao* to put th* 

third. 

It is re-proposed that this game be conceded to Turkey. Votes with 
Spring, please { votes not received count as 'yes*' And for a standby 
for Russia, how about Jak* Welters, FO Box 1064, Brooklin*, HA 02146* 

Deadline for Spring W\h orders/ ohanges is on Pag* 20. 



END 



OF 



PAGE 
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GAME 198 6 AO - The Bisexual Bear - Fall 1903 

AUSTRIA (Nelson Heintaann)* a gal a BOB war* a_ grt-Btf i a bud-tri* 

f alb a TUB aeg-lon* f ald-eng * 
ENGLAND (Bart Danny)! a lon-plo * t eng e lon-pio* f stp no h* f_lri— 

aid. f oly-nat* 

FRANCE (David Anderson)* a *as-nar „ a plc-par, f per a APS ald-npa * 
f bra- eng. 

OERKAIfT (John Crosby)! a bal a ENG lon-pic, « bar s bel* > nr * ITA 
spa. a all-war ^ a kle-den* a prn m oil- war* f den-nth* 

ITALT ifiobert Greler)i a naf-tun* a ven-tns* f spa so p__ApS aid , 
f tya-wea* 

RUSSIA (Blair Cusack}! HHR. a ukr /r/ o.t.b. a war h. 

TURRET (Stephen Wilcox) 1 a ukr a a*»~eioB* a rua-eer* a stf-»B* a bal 
0 rvB-atr. f ■•g-lon, f bla-ruu. 

RETREATS I Nona * PRESS T Kon« * 

CENTRES 1 

At *>t Ti«! bud, tri» fTi, RtaoT* on*. 

Bi ?t Ion, Itp, edl« nwy* stp* Evan* 
Ti J: par, bra, por* Reaove on*. 

Gt 8 1 bar, kie, ann, hoi, bal, dan, swe, nr. Build one* 

Zi 5i rofl, nap # van, tun, apa. Build ona* 
fi 1 1i war* Bran, 

Ti 8t con, ea/, ank t it«i *os, ru,, bal, s*r* Build two* 

Let's hold It next round to adjustse-nt*, *h? 8a* Pap* 20 for deadline. 
Ho standby will ba oallad for Blair, now or In th« Spring* 

// // // // //////// // // // // // // // // 



OA HE 1966Arb32 - Sehuylar Colfax ('Gunboat*) - winter / Spring 1905 

In the winter, Russia ratraatad A Suv-Hos* Italy built A Tan and T Ron* 

ENGLAND: a den-awe » a lon-nwy* f iri-_ong « f wal-lon* f k la -hoi* f hal 

a kie-hol* f nth o lon-nwy. 
FRANCE! a bar-Mr. ■ tya-pie. f eng a bel-nth, f bel-nth * f ald-por* 
GERHAHTi a hoi h . 

ITALTI a bud-oar* a nap-gas* a gal-vie* a trl 0 bud-aer* a ven*-tyo, 

f roe)— tytt* f nap— ion* f alb-gre * r epa so - aid. 
RUSSIA r a mob h* a ukr-war. a bar-nun* f bal-awo . 

TURRET t a ser-alb . a aar s bul-run* a bul-rui* 7 aeg-lon * f lon-adr* 
f an a sot* f are a aag-ion . f bla m bul-rua. 

Retreats! Geretan A Bol annihilated* Turkish A Ser-Bul, o.t.b.f Fall 
sot as nay be conditional on j.hls (fairly obvious) abaauatulatlon. 

ITALT TO LONDON* Paris la beautiful any tla* of year. 

ENGLAND TO ITALY t I will take a aota active aataaent toward the Franoh pig 
woven next turn - especially next year* Russia keeps questioning who owns 
Scandinavia* This will hopefully get squared away quickly* 

FROM FRANCE TO ALLi Just wait until next yearl 

RUSSIA TO ENGLAND 1 Can I exchange Berlin for Sweden? I 'a aovlng to- Munich, 



IT ALT TO OERNAHTi You're welcon*. 

ENGLAND TO JAMULt Aa I understand fro- Russian press* they are friends with 
Franca and England? I feal bo trusting that I anno una « my planned trips 
into Norway and Sweden are onlj for sightseeing, 

JAHULt Yas, or oourat, that's what they all say.... 

RUSSIA TO TURKEY I Pax? 

ITALY TO TURKEY I North! Hot vastl 



// // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // 
OAHE 19B6APtJQ6 - Return J. Malgs, Jr. < ■Rather Silly 2*75') - interim 



Moras will continue to be received through the deadline for all games 
aa remarked on Page 20. In the Meanwhile t it is sy honour to adviaa that 
I h&Tfl orders on file for yon if this space is ticked t t - 

/l*/t/t/l/«/|l/l1/ll/|l/|l/t!/|l/|l// 

RAILWAY RIVALS t •Plnmallon** (US U?C) 

X am in process of putting together my own set of house rules for *y 
Railway Rivals gases* They won't differ much from David's bat thay sake 
a few things clearer- and in at laast one case, they ma y; asks a radical 
change) I don't really know* but I'n doing it ay way anyway* 

Pending completion of thasa rules, let aa advise you of a few items 

in advance t 

1.1 will continue to provide thra* die throws per turnt In affect, 
for purposes of postal speed-up* this represents three regular turns par 
the ln-person rules. You nay , however, treat thasa three rolls as ona grand 
total in most respects. Ssa tha next game for a olaar axanple of what this 
means in practical terms. 

2. Xn one particular respect, however, the three throws will indeed 
be taken separably. This is in regard to bonuses for reaching towns* If 
you reach a town, say* on the first of the three throws* your bonus will 
accrue as from that somen t * and may be spent if desired during tha ascond 
and third throws of tha same postal turn. 

3* If two Cor, theoretically* ior«) players reach a town simultaneously, 
the bonus for being first is equally divided. The same applies if players 
build alongside one another simultaneously t tha payments to rivals will 
in effect offset . Simultaneity la determined by counting f rem the beginning 
of each turn; in the present case, tha die rolls wera 5-^-5, and these 
will be treated aa a single progression of 14. If two of you arriva at 
tha same point* both on tha seventh of then* fourteen extensions, simul- 
taneity exists ■ if on* arrives on «lx and another on five, then five was 
there first and six gets to pay (or loses the bonus). In other words, 
it natters not one wblt whether you're bath there on the sam* tnrm what 
la Important is when during the turn you got there* 



Because of an ambiguity in the American rules, please take this 
apparently obvious rule to heartt Ho nlayer may, on any turn, build or 
move aore than the total on tha di* rolls, no matter how much •money' he 
has on hand. Tha point hare la that builde (or moves), and payments to 
rivals, ara separately f unded | the distinction needs to be borne in Bind. 
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Okay* Sot First »« t of order* in ■ Pi aval ion* • : 

AGHTDKO (Brian Longstaff, R*d}t (New Orleans) * C-36. (C36) - C-3*» - 

E*33* (8-33) - 0-32 - l>allas - F-29» 
ROQ WILD RAILWAYS (Paul Gardner, drB«a)i (New Orleans) - B-38 - B-36. 

(B36) - B-33 - <C-33> - Houston - 

DUWTH a RE AT WESTERN (David Watts, Bin*) I (Memphis) - I- 37 - (I*-35) 

L-31- fL-31) - Oklahoma City - O-28. 
HOBOKEH HOBO HOKE? (Doug Brown. Brown)t (Milwaukee) - Y-35 - A-7*. (A-7<0 

Minneapolis - C-71, (C^71 ) - P-7Q - D-69 - Fargo - D-68 - D-67. 
DOCTOR (Don Del Grand*. Black) t {Chicago) - W-}Gj (Chicago) - Milwaukee. 

(w.36) - V-3*t* (W-33) - D*s Koines - V-JO - Owaha* 

I hav* had to do a little fiddling with the t»*d and fJreen move*, and 
I're explained privataly. Also, I't* changed tn* pur pi* colour arbitrarily 
to Bin* Inasuach as th*ra is no pur pi* **rker in th* Aa*rio*n a*t. 

REVENUE! R*d t D*l la* (6). flr«to, Hquntqn (6). Bin*, Ok*C» (6)* 
Brown, Hpl*. T Fargo (12). Black, Milwaukee, Dea Notovs, Fargo OS). 

HBXT THROWS I *t-3-6* S«* deadline on F.20, 



CHICAGO : The f ir-»t track ha 5 been laid Tor Mie new Denver, 
Ok 1 ahorta City, Tucson , Omaha , and Reno Hail road just 
ou Iside of Chicago . Uhen aat ed uhy Ch lcaga r a spoke snari 
representing a number of persons uj 1 1* Fein scruples hut , 
and this is the important factor, lots of none/ said, 
"We hove to shou the world that this country j rail 
system can be every bit a a silly as the British one. 
Keep In mi nd t ha t we arc at a d 1 saoVan I £iqe iir.r e in that 
they have government support . However . we have a few 
tricks up our sleeve." Just then, the spokesman waa 
i nt err-up I ed by a ser ie 3 of 1 arge explosi cms . "There's 
an example," he continued. "While Great Britain is 
drawing the ftaps to fit the hexes. we are changing the 
geography . Do you res 1 j^e how herd it is to cres t e sl.<- 
s i ded mountains? No t to nent Ion d i tig i ng new c our ses for 
rivers," 50 nobody did, 



RAILWAY RIVALS 1 "II Craaoando" (Ha HB6B) 

In this gBM t th* affaet of considering th* thro* di* throws as 
on* continuous unit (a** 'PI small one' notas) Is *ap*cially clear* Tb* 
player starting at Birk»nh«ad has ard*r*d a build of the Mersey Tunn*l 
as his first order, *xt*adlng through th* first and into th* s**o&d roll* 
In my view, this is perfectly legal, and I have accepted th* orders so 
offering. 

DTFED (David Watt*, Bin* > I (Bristol) - D-3I - F-30. <F-3<)) - 0-30 - 
a-29 - Gloucester, (aioue*st«r) - B-27 - 1-27 - 1-2** 

HO-H0-HO (Dong Brown, Br*vtt)i (81rk«nh*ad) - Liverpool (K«rs«y Tunnel) * 
(Mersey) - <MU (Birkenhead) - A-lO - c-1 t - D-10 - E-11. 
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DETJTSCH (Brian Longstaff, fied)i (Preston) - E-J - Q-^. (0-4) ~ Burnley - 

(J-*f> - Brtaford - H-3 - Leeds. 
PITHOH (Don Del Grande t Black); (London) - I— 69. (L-69) - L-68 - J-67. 
(J-6?) - J-66 - 

PISTOL'S PULLERS (Paul Gardner. antn)t (Or Ins by) - L-4? - K-*7 - J- 1 *?. 
(J-If7> - J-50. fJ-50) - Lincoln - 1-52 - F-50. 

Again, a certain amount of fiddling with certain nova* was needed. 
I trust and hop* that we «r« treating these two games an a learning ix- 
perience. thus allowing ne to do whatever fiddling la needed**.* 

REVENUE t Bin*, Gloucester (6). Brown, Liverpool (6). Red, Burnley, 
Bradford. Leeds <18). Black, (O)* Green, Lincoln (6). 

One* again* X'-ra changed David's colour to Blue to accord with the 
fact that Anerican seta nave no purple.. .* 

NEXT THROWS > See deadline on P.20. 



LGNOON : News has arrived today thai uork has begun on the 
Prestoi>, Vork , Taunton, Hull, Oxford, and Nottingham R.R. 
Howeve'", owing to I ho Fact that neus travels siouly , mainly 
because it t oak so 1 ong to ge t rail mays s t ar ted in t he First 
place, t he uork probata 1 y began week a ago . Anyway , a 
&p(jkesnai> for the Ministry of Orawing Maps OF England That 
Conform To He.-. agonal Grids For Use In Hallway Construction 
said 1 that uork began in London instead oF Preston et al for 
t wo CBflsons ! one . t he cities in quest ton are too busy 
rebu i 1 di no t hense 1 ves to con form to t he hex egona 1 shape , and 
two, to quote the spot.eanan , "Is that the tine I real ly must 
be running important business you know". 

Meatiwh i 1 e , quest ions have been ra 1 aed concerning t he 
routes chosen. A V.T.H.O.N. spokesman Bald that the routes 
had been carefully planned to avoid n i see 1 1 aneous extra coats 
like t>ui_lding bridges. Uhen asked about the money collected 
f or t he sole purpose o f fau ilding rail br i dges , t he spok e&nan 
had t he rjue 5 t i oners s Lapped around i n accordance with t he 
Ask 1 rig Que 5 i 1 ckis Uhich ftak e Rd i t Spol esnen Stupid , Dishonest , 
Or Especially Bath Act . 



COMMEHTAHT by DaTld Watte J 

XL CRESCENDO) First *or*g froa Bristol are perhaps the noat pre- 
dictable of all starts on any np. Wot a favoured atart point, yet it 
has a good record in postal play. Ita disadvantage is the few towns down 
that way i but it's the firat to reach Blrninghan. and froa there you can 
easily get to the other parte of the up. Plenty of tiaa for the London 
links, Tia L26 or 130 a nd Oxford, later. Prom 12%, Round a's moves depend 
principally on what the London and Birkenhead planers have done, though 
Grins by can aleo be a factor. From Birkenhead I'd be at F17| frost London t 
F6Uj Preston. 111 f Grimsby, F53 or I>50. 

( ( Interesting that only London has accorded with these predictions* 
though Grimsby ia clog*.,.,)) 
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PIHHALIONEi With two itarttrs at New Orleans end only two at Chicago/ 
Milwaukee* the target for tha Memphis starter must be Q19* If thare vara 
only onw at New Orleans, then F16 or K17- But with two in the South and two 
in the North, the D.Q.W. wuet establish a strong central axle froi which to 
B«m the HE. as well as the SE* towns. The Milwaukee starter should reach 
C66 or 028* 

((Interesting that the Milwaukee starter * who has no experience with 
this game whatsoever* is exactly one hex off the recommendation of the In* 
ventor*.**)) 

aAHESNASTER'S COMMENTS t Hey, guys, I'm learning too. "II Crescendo" 
is going to be a truly fascinating garnet and I look forward to it and its 
eventual denouement. "Pimmallone," however* is bj no means the sane anlmali 
it should never have started with two at New Orleans * as that throws things 
grossly off-balance, I am, in fact, strongly tempted to start this one over, 
but I think I will let It go as is primarily because I want to see what hap- 
pens in the South* Armed with a distinct disadvantage* these two players 
■ay well achieve something surprising. *. • 

// // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // 

GAME 19S6Bon05 - William Rufus deVana King (•Cllne-9M - Winter 1903/Spring *Oh 
RETREATSt Russian A Rum-Qal r English F Can o.t.b* 

ADJUSTMENTS: Barbery builds F Mor, F Alg+ Italy Builds A Rom, F Hap, 
Persia removes Army Syria* Turkey removes T K.Med. 

AUSTRIA (Kevin Tighe)t a rum h. a «er s rum. a bud-tri . a alb g bud-tri. 
f bul so a gre. 

BARBART (Jake Walters }t a eey s sth . a eth a egy . f can-m.at. f por a 

can— a* at* f s.at-w.at* f mor-s.at* f alg-»or, 
ENGLAND (David Anderson) t a wal-lvp* a den-edl* f nth o den-edl* f awe- 

bot * f m.at-por . 
FRANCE (Jeff Hoffman) t a bra h. a bur- mar * f Ivp-iri. 

OKRMANT (Michael Pustilnlk) t a kle-den* a mun-ruh. a hoi h. a vie s ITA 

tri . f ber-bftl* f h*l s kie~den. 
IT AW (Robert Achenon)t a tri-alb* a T+P-tri * a rum-ttte. a mar- bug * 

T adr n tri-alb. f loo s tri-alb" • f nap-tyn. f spa sc n. 
PERSIA (John Crosby )t a Jor-egy* f red a jor-egy. f s.me s Jor-egy, 

f ore h* . 

RUSSIA (C.Friesner von Metske)t a soy-rum , a gal s sev-rum. a war e gal. 
f mos b» 

TURKEY (Robert 0*Donn§H)i a ank-arm* a ale a ank-am* f aeg-con* 

Retreats! A US a alb annihilated. ENO f n.at /r/ eng, gas. o.t.b* 
BAR a egy /r/ lib. o«t.b. Fall moves Pay be conditional on these*. 

THE DEADLINE FOR FALL 190* MOVES is Friday* January 16, 1?86. The 
Qamesaaeter is Simon Blllenness. see this issue's player liet for address* 
HI a 'phone is (718) 981-62^7- 

CON5TANTIHOPLE TO VIENNA 1 Okay, you have convinced me that you are my 
worst enemy J I would think that you would want at least one friend... • 

CONSTANTINOPLE TO ROME, MOSCOW AMD BERLINS 1*11 be happy to halp you 
reaove Austria I Please seud requests! 
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MOSCOW TO CONSTANTINOPLE! Okay, her*'a my request: Qo Into th« Black* and 
get your damned armies the hall away from a* I 



CONSTANTINOPLE TO PERSIA: Denovi your fleet* fro* ay ahor*n and we'll b« 
friends. 

MOSCOW TO PERSIA AND TURKEY i Look* you two; we art, all three of us, in 
great danger of getting squished. England Is going to take St.Pete fro* 
me, and that puts t« down oca. All I can do thereafter is hold off tha 
slime in Austria whila Italy takes him out. This la perfectly fin* with me, 
except that after that you guys «r« going to have to he In, a solid position 
or you'll fall under the steamroller next* Hay I suggest as a sound strategy 
that you (a) work something out to work together* (b) divide *y center* 
before somebody else gets them (John in Hdboov, Bob in Sevastopol?), and 
(a) do something useful to avoid getting stranded in the corner? 
Oh — Michael, you might as wall come get Waren, ■ • ■ 



// // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // 



// II // II // It // II // II // U tt n // // // n // || // H // It // 
OAME 19&4Ygf2% - Wilson S* Blssel ("World War Illb") - W.2109/S.2110 

I wish to preface this game report with a Big Public Tribute to a very 
nice gentlemani Jeff Richmond, a gentlemanly student at my mother's Alma 
Hater {0. of Hich.) and publisher of the small but aaptrb FROBOZZ (you 
want challenging puttlee? Jaffa got *(■.) Jeff, though in no way in- 
volved in this game, sent ma a superb map - it's roughly 2x3 feet and 
responds very nicely to Xeroxing - in NINE SEGMENTS I But when I put tb* 
segment* together, I have a map I can alap on the table and use for these 
adjudication* t and even without my glasses It is clarity itself* 

I now have master "ape for every conceivable us*, and from her* on 
lt'« all my fault if I sorew up. Thanks, Jeff - and to all the remt of 
you contributors as well I 

WINTER 2109± A couple of mistake* - and, amazingly enough, only 
Hark Frueh mentioned them! In the supply centre chart, Warsaw gained 
Poland from USSR and is therefore even* USSR naturally lost Poland, but 
was also erroneously not credited with Pradesh from India* thus th* USSR 
total and build info, is correct* Finally, a printing error, the laat 
line of the USSR moves seems to have been cut off by the copy shop, and 
the moves Involved were* F NORAWT - HOHWEUlAK SEAf F SEA OF JAPAN - 
HONSHU. 

The ECU fleet Hid-Atlantio retreated to Western Med. 

SPRING 2110 

AUSTRALIA (Eric 0*og}i a thaliand-vietaaa. f new south wale* - coral sea* 
f bay of bengal - *• Indian ocean, f Sumatra (s) bay of baa gal - a. Indian. 
f brunel - Philippines . t w. pacific (b) phil. sea - kyushu, f yellow sea - 
honan* f phllippina sea — kyushu. f Philippines — talwah. f w.auatralia 

<h>. ~ = — ' 



HUflPHY WAS AN OPTIMIST 
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BRAZIL (Juts Vail) i ■ Sahara (a) bahln-mauritenia. a goies-bahls. ■ 
la paapa <H)* a bahia-aavrl tenia . f bale* - Mouth of season* f Portugal 
ts) ■id-frtJ.antlo - Spain * f s*v* atlantic (a) cant .atlantio. f berauda 
triangle - a.*, atlantlc. f dixie (h) berauda triangle - n*w* atlantio* 
f guinea, (a) bah la +• Mauritania, , f cent , atlantle (e) bahln -Mauritania* 
f ■Ij-atlantio - a pa a*c - 

CANADA CKonrad Banaeiat«r)i a_^ 8 w ^an gland -Ontario , a dakota-oregon. 
1 quabao s.c* - labrador aea* f daiiiark atralV te) quebee - Labrador sea* 

CHINA (Matt Flaming) * a ssechuan < (illegible) ) * a asqam-bangladaan * 
f honan-ggechnan * 

EUROPEAN" COM HOB MARKET (Hark Keller)? a llbya (a> WAR egypt-audan* a 
waaritanla-aahara . f algeria-yea t ae d . f a*atl« (a) spa-portugal* f 
wept ned - aya _s>q » f ■oroc_co_*- aid-atlattt lo » f apaln b*c - portugal* 
7 united kingdoaT (a) bi^sfe norwegian sea - greenland sea* 

INDIA (disorder) c f aaharaahtra (h). 

PERU (Jlaj Burgess)* a buanos air* a (h). a texaa (a), a a-aakatcha van- 
on tarlo . f inc* (h). T eauador (h). f n.#« pacific (s) alaokn, * 
f Falkland (a) drake, f Oregon - brltlah ooluabia* f alaaka (a) oregon - 
britlsh colunbis* f ■adraa*gradaah » f drake (a) BRAZIL s.w.atlnntio. 
t cent-pnciflo (e) n.e. pacific. 7 labrftdor-greealaad* f gulf of calif* - 
California:* 

tltllON or SOUTH AFRICA (Don Swarts)t a saire («> kenya* a kenya fa) andan * 
t_ and an (a) kenya * f tranaTaal-eo.indien ocean* f veet Indian ooean - 
gulf of aden* f~ ■osaMbiqu* channel (a) so.ladian - waat Indian* f so, 
Indian - waat Indian* f a,igeria-canarooa * f gulf of guinea - cane ro on * 
f a*e*ntlantlc (a) t ranaf-aal-ao.ind lan, 

USSR (Maro Peters}* a hungary~ruMania. a kaeha^r-Maharaohtra * a pradesh 
(h)* a napal-tibat. a teinghai - inntr Mongolia, a banaladaeh_(.a? pradea h* 
a inner Mongolia - Mhchurla. a Booth korea (h>. f gaorgia- turkey* £ 
saat china ata - taiwan * S Chukchi (a) bering-alaska* f bering-alaska* 
t n»w*pnaiflo ■» n«e*p"acif la . f_ hokkaido - n«w*paoific , f aaa of Okhotsk - 
kaachatka. f greenland aaa -_ffreenland . f honaha (a) hokkaido - n+w* 
pacific* f norvagaan sea - jfreenland e~aa. . 

WARSAW PACT (Hark Frn*h)( a poland-caeehoalovakla* a oaachonloTakla-hungary* 
* etblopla-kenya. a chad (a) egypt-eudaa* a egjrpt-sudan. t r*d aaa <a) 
**Tpt-oodati. f aoaalla (a) athlopla-kanrn. f paralan gulf - aadrae* 
f arablan aaa (a)peralan gulf - Madras. 

WEST AFRICA (Andy LlachatOt a ■ali-gainaa . 

Ratraatei BRAZIL f Portugal ervnofaed. PERU f labrador to Hudson, 
baffln inland, baffln bay, Iceland or off. U.S.A. a andan to central af. 
or off, ECU « Mauritania equlehad. PERU f Madras aplattered, FERD f 
alaaka to gulf of alaaka or ta-ta. 

Deadline for retraate and Fall 31 10 is printed on page 20* 

I hare a proposal for a aoTen-way drav, bat t a Lao hare a veto of it 
before it's even proposed. So - on it elougha. ... 

WARSAW PACT TO G.H*i Let's ha** a bit longer deadlines t please* 

QUH. (JANBL)t 1 agree, and Z r a sorry* Last issue went out about six days 
later than it was intended, but I failed to alter the deadline. 

CANADA TO WORLD: Rrrrl*Me rrrrorryf 
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SOME FINAL NOTES t 

1. Next iaou« will include such c»rriid-o¥« items aa r*Ti*w of British 
dipxines by Derwaod Bowtn, a wonderfully warn letter fro* Linda Courteaancbe, 
■or* on th« Holocaust from Ran Ben-Israel and (and maybe Mellada too)* 
another in tha Molina* seriea of tn«odot«a which I honestly think la mj 
favorite thing in all COSTA-dom, photoa of trains (thanks* Doug Brownt), 

a rtTlew of tha first recording issued by Dlatrloh Fiseher-Dleskau aa a 
conductor (D F-D graced a past cover, aa jou say remember j ha ia tha world 'a 
finest Interpreter of German songs, and Just by chanca a friend and god- 
father to my younger aon, Dietrich Erich Phillip Ton Hetxk* - guess for 
whoa Erie was named?), the flret article in ay new series of attempts to 
become a real creative writer ("The Postmaster of Nowhere"), tha world** 
first postal 'Cathedral' gave moves, and..,. 

2. Sorry, this iaaue ia late. We postal employees ought to have better 
sens* than to plan an issue in December. But, aor* to the point. It la 
lata beoause X frankly couldn't afford to have it printed. Until I finish 
sorting out ay finances from the drunken daya a you will have to be prepared 
for this sort of thingm put bluntly* it ia aore important to ae right 

now to atralghtan out ay foul-ups than to win the *o7 Rune a tone. Sorry* 

3. Best quote of thla tlae in ay life, concerning the Iran/"Contra" busi* 
nesa, fro* Charles Robb, Governor of Virginia! "The iaaue Isn't whether 
Reagan knew about It or not f the laeua la when Reagan forgot about It I" 

U» Memo to Briton* i whatever tlae it Is In your bouse, lt'a eight hour* 
earlier in nine. 

5* Well, friends* I DID IT1 1 now own a coaputer with two dlao drives, 
a colour monitor and a dot -matrix printer. Plus three software packages, 
one joystick (which I ehall probably never use), ten blank floppies, 
and a two-Tear warranty. Total prloa 11050 plus tax. 

So what did I get? It* a a Tandy 1000 IBM olona. Good stuff | and the 
decision as to what to buy waa based partly on price* because Tandy (that's 
Radio Shack for those who don't know) had a pre-Chriatmaa special* Buy the 
coaputer for ftoOO, get the monitor free. The printer waa discounted S10O* 
The second (external) disc drive waa bought elsewhere, fro* a dealer In 
used hardware, for 130. And two of the software packages caae with the 
unit | I conned then into throwing in the third one. A friend gave ae a 
spare joystick. 

A lot of people were urging ae on to Mcintosh, and in truth I aa very 
impressed with their offerings, but frankly I just couldn't seat the price. 
But if I could have done, I think that sight have been ay choice. Given, 
though, that I found Myself having to "settle" ( ia that the word when one 
ia happy in any event?) for lass, I 'a convinced I got a fine unit and a good 
deal. A couple of friends who know infinitely aore than 1 agree. 

And ao, BE PREPARED. The future of this magaalne holds a«ny surprises. 
One of them is this: To what extent will Connie-poo bore his readers with 
hie baptism into the world of PCs? Those of you who subscribe to British 
sagas In eo have to put up with the A as trad blither (now that in what I 
really wish I could affordl) and Bruce Qeryk (among others) has extolled 
the Mcintosh litany - ao, get ready for Connie's Tandy I 

Which means, of course, I gotta do my own labels now, eh? 



. * .and now for something completely different. 
COSTAGVANA presents The 101st Excuse for Not Having Sex Tonight r 
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EREHVart I5 AN irregular su&zine which vou-all have to put up with because un- 
cle CONNIE LIKES IT. THIS IS PJINDENONIUN PUBLICATION f B96 , EDITED 8T RQO 
HAL KC R » 1373 CREST DR., ENCINTTAS CA 9207*-5Z05< V 1 AL L WRITE t 

Before we launch into thish's topic* we have some generic materials* 

1. No letters this time* I thought we*d get at least n couple of letters* but*,*. I'd 
expected that we'd raise hackles in the pro- Atlantis crowd* but i f fe did* rto sign of i t ap- 
peared in the mailbox* Are there no Atlantis- loonies out there? 

2. Letters in general would be nice. I'd like ERE to have a lettercol (not too exten^ 
si ve, of course* so as not to interfere wi tb Conrad * s) ■ Rut whatever . . . . 

3. Those of you who were waiting with bated breath for the article on the Shroud of Tu- 
rin are due for another disappointment * Not yet. Of course* if you are waiting with bated 
breath* it would be a good idea to let me know. In the meantime, I have delayed the essay. 
I have 2 Bain reasons. flj In October the Pope finally authorized a Carbon-16 test. I'd 
like to wait until the results are made public* I don * t expect any surprises here (the 
age of the Sh round should cone out to 1900 years or so), but it would be nice to see the data 
first. 12} There's probably enough religion in thish of COSTA anyway. [3] I'm • * * 17 I 
have 3 main reasons* flj Waiting on Carbon- 1 4 test. (2} Enough religion in COSTA. (3J I'm 
not really in the mood. (4] . . . uh. ff I have 4\ main reasons* flj Waiting on Carbon- 
1A text. [2] Enough religion in COSTA. (3J Mot in mood. (*) I've just bought this great 
new book* {5j None, There is no 5th reason. 

You were expecting maybe the Spanish Inquisition? 

HOW ABOUT THEM DINOSAURS? 
I've just finished reading Robert Bakker's splendid new book. The Dinosaur Heresies, published this 
year and available at discount for about $T6 (regularly only $2Q, which l« stIM a great bargain for 
a book of this size and solid content). The title probably overemphasizes Bakker's position as pal- 
eobiology's enfant terrible, since the field has pretty much caught up with hfm by now, but In some 
areas he*s still pretty controversial. There are other excellent books on the subject available, and 
I'll list those In my library at the end of this essay. 

I grew up fn the Dark Ages, when The Earth for Sam was still a popular book for children 
and high school/college texts were saying things about the dinosaurs which turned out to be pretty 
silly. But we've only found out they were silly In the last decade or so. Even now, some profes- 
sionals are still sticking to notions about the dinosaurs which don't square with the evidence. So 
the chanced are* dear reader, that there ere many things we know (or are pretty sure of) about 
the dinosaurs which will surprise you. I thought I'd spend some time discussing a few of the rather 
surprising new knowledge (or strong suspicions) about dinosaurs. If you've not before had much 
contact with this fascinating subject, I hope this little Introduction will encourage you to read more 
on that Intriguing era In our planet's past. 

1. Dinosaurs are not extinct. 

You see them every day, I'm sure. You see them mostly on trees and rooftops, but also on 
ponds and seashores. You eat them and their eggs and you probably devoured a dinosaur this last 
Thanksgiving. Of course! Birds are the last living representatives of the great family of dinosaurs 
—how the mighty have lallenl It was once thought that birds and dinosaurs had a common ances- 
tor but were not together In a direct line of descent. Mow we know of dinosaurs whose skeletons 
are virtually indistinguishable from those of the earliest bird. We are clearly dealing here with an- 
cestors and descendants or close contemporary relatives. It's speculated that some of these dino- 
saurs who are not-yet or rtot-qu Ite birds already were growing feathers. (The original function of 
feathers Is thought to be Insulation, sexual attraction, snaring Insects, or some combination of 
those.) So pity that poor turkey; his distant relatives could have munched you for Thanksgiving! 

2. Dinosaurs were warm-blooded. 

Mammals and birds didn't Invent endothormy (keeping yourself warm); dinosaurs did. They 
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were believed to be cold -blooded until recently; after all, weren't they just reptiles? Not likely. 
Dinosaurs are descended from reptiles (as mammals are), but like their descendants the birds, they 
were warm-blooded egg-layers. There Is direct visuat evidence that dinosaurs are not reptiles: their 
legs. Reptiles (those with legs, anyway) have a sprawling gait In which the legs stick out sideways 
from the body and the flat belty nearly touches the ground. Dinosaurs (like mammals) have fuller, 
more rounded chests and guts, and legs which are socketed straight down from the shoulders and 
hips, rather than sideways. Furthermore, many (probably the majority) dinosaurs are bipedal {just 
as all birds and many mammals are); there J$ no such thing as a bipedal reptile (although some liz- 
ards can — and do — run on 2 legs for short d J stances I . 

Evidence of warm-bloodedness per se is more inferential but very convincing. Some of the 
Important points to date: 

t. Dinosaurs were not confined to the tropics. Although the tropic region 100-65 million 
years ago was much broader than it Is now, there were still colder regions and even frequent icing 
at the poles. Dinosaurs flourished right up-fo possibly even In) the tundra. Even If this is a mi- 
gratory pattern, it's not a cold-blooded lifestyle. 

2. Although the argument still rages. It seems unlikely that a bios ys tern the size of bronto- 
saurus or braciosaurus (65 tons or morel) could function as an ec to therm (getting Its body heat 
from the sun or warm air) [oops; that's "brachlosaurus"J. Certainly reptiles have never shown the 
tendency toward extreme gigantism which we find in dinosaurs and mammals* And whereas reptiles 
have never been as large as the bigger land mammals, the dinosaurs got even larger, which la sug- 
gestive. At sea it's the same: reptiles and other cold-blooded animals never got as large as the 
sea-going mammals and dinosaurs. In this context, cold-blooded dinosaurs make no sense at all. 

3. The predator /prey ratio indicates warm-bloodedness. Endothermlc animals spend so much 
energy keeping warm that ^carnivore must eat 5-10 times as much food as its ectotherrnlc equiva- 
lent. This means that endothermlc predators w(M form a much lower percentage of the totaf pop- 
ulatlon than ectotherrnlc predators. This is the predator/prey ratio; among endotherms about 4%, 
among ectotharms about 25%. Sure enough: fossil remains of reptiles from the pre -dinosaur eras 
show an ectotherrnlc ratio; fossil remains of dinosaurs and, later, mammals show endothermlc 
ratios. 

4. The bone structure of ectothermic animals differs significantly from that of endothermlc 
animals* This Is primarily due to the fact that endotherms grow to adulthood far, far more rapid- 
ly than ectotherms (genus homo being the significant exception: a slow-growing endotherm; but we 
Still maintain endothermlc bone structure). Thin slices of dinosaur bones from many species have 
been examined microscopically and ... guess what? They all show typical endothermlc structure. 

And so It goes. Scientists of the last century (and this) simply assumed that dinosaurs were 
"cold-blooded" for no better reason than the perception that they looked like big lizards. In point 
of fact they don't look like lizards at all, but In the past dinosaur skeletons were mounted with 
sprawling legs (even though the sockets didn't work that way), so the "resemblance" seemed more 
obvious* Unfortunately, we can't go out and stick a thermometer up a Tyrannosaur's butt (and who 
would want to even If we could?), so we can't absolutely prove warm-bloodedness. But all the 
available evidence points toward "warm" and away from "cold"* 

3, Some dinosaurs had fur. 

Usually a fossil consists only of bones. But very rarely the body is mummified before it's 
buried and fossilized. When that happens we get Impressions of the outer surface In the rock. We 
have found a number ol such things, and among them have been flying dinosaurs (we lay people 
call them "pterodactyls", although that's the name of only some of them). Darned if the things 
aren't actually covered with halrl Of course we don't know if all the flying dinosaurs had hair, 
but It seems a good bet they did. This also suggests that some other dinosaurs might have been 
hairy, although none has been found that way yet. 

Side note: A pink pterodactyl I? I Hard to believe, but probably true* The "brlstletooth ptero- 
dactyl'' had a mouth much like the flamingo's. It lived in the same sort of habitat and presumably 
ate the same sort of food (little red shrimp & plankton) which turns the flamingo pink. Chances 
are, therefore, that we have here a pink dinosaur! 

4. Dinosaurs with trunks? 

We haven't found an actual trunk yet, but indications are that some dinosaurs had them. The 



EREHWON 130 p, 3. 

evidence, such as It Is* Is In nose holes In the skull. In some dinosaurs, these are located above 
the; eyes* sometimes right on top of the head. Why would the airholes have migrated up to such 
a position? One explanation would be that the dinosaur's nor mat habitat was a deep-water environ- 
ment* such as a lake. In which it was a bottom-walker. In fact it was once popular to depict the 
larger dinosaurs, such as brontosaurus. In just such a ways bottom-walkers in takes and wa I lowers 
In swamps. The problem Is: that's not where they died. The bodies of big dinosaurs with skull-top 
air holes are found almost entirely associated with floodplalns, a normally dry environment* A few 
are found associated with river channels or deltas, a very few In swamps, and none on lake bot- 
toms! The conclusion Is Inescapable: these dinosaurs were not water -dwellers but land-lubblng brow- 
sers—either tree browsers like the elephant or the giraffe, or ground browsers like the buffalo 
(or possibly both: the stegosaurus was In a good low-browsing position but could also easily swivel 
- up on Its hind legs for tree-browsing). (Another good Indication that the brontosaurus, for Instance, 
was a land browser and didn't live on mushy water vegetation Is abundant evidence that they had 
gizzards fines with stones for digesting tough dry-land plants.) 

So why skull-top air holes? Possibly no reason at all: It's easy. In the Darwinian view of ev- 
olution, to assume that each anatomical feature has a purpose, but we've long since learned that 
It ain't necessarily go. Try, for Instance, explaining male-pattern baldness In terms of evolutionary 
advantage! No, they could have "Jest growed", like Topsy. But there Is one land-browsing animal 
nowadays which has Its nose holes above its eyes. Care to guess which one? The elephant, of 
course; Its trunk aids In Its foraging lifestyle. Dinosaurs with similar lifestyles might sometimes 
have developed similar appendages. I'd say It's a good bet. 

5. Dinosaurs without eggs? 

Some dinosaurs may have given birth without eggs. There's no evidence for this on land, and 
we've found plenty of fossilized eggs- But no fossilized eggs for the sea-going dinosaurs have yet 
been found. Furthermore a couple of Interesting fossils have been found: within the bones of an 
adult Individual are the bones of a baby of the same species. Possible explanations: 

[aj Baby's body lay under (or on top of) adult's body. Not a likely circumstance, but certain- 
ly possible. 

[b] Adult had eaten baby. Also possible; cannibalism of Juveniles occurs In many carnivorous 
species, even now, even among mammals. 

[cl Adult was pregnant. FossilUation is such a rare occur ranee that (a) and |b] are sufficient- 
ly unllkely;so OBT the probability of finding a fossilized specimen approaches zero. But If the din- 
osaur In question was viviparous (giving live birth), we would be statistically likely to find a female 
who died while pregnant. So "pregnant female" Is the most likely explanation of what we have 
In fact found, especially when we've not found any eggs. 

6* OK, so what happened to the dinosaurs? 

About 65-67 million years ago, all the dinosaurs suddenly disappeared, except for the smalt 
feathered flying ones (the birds). That was the end of the Cretaceous Period (and the Mesozoic 
Era). There Is a world-wide boundary marker for this event: a thin layer of sediment rich In 
the rare element Iridium. This element Isn't much native to Earth, and most of what we find Is 
extraterrestrial In origin (meteors and the like). It's sometimes minutely present in volcanic detri- 
tus. Anyway, that makes this sediment layer unusual. What also makes It meaningful Is that 
below It we find dinosaurs. Above It: no dinosaurs; In fact, no living thing weighing more than 25 
pounds {not for a while, at feast, untlt the surviving mammals and reptiles and bfrds started getting 
bigger). The scope of this biological disaster was so great that 7S% of all existing species, from 
microscopic plankton to the giant dinosaurs, perished. 

Nor was this the first nor the last time there has been a catastophe of this magnitude; 
It wasn't even the worst (which was the Permian terminal catastrophe, 245 million years ago). 
The evidence suggests that these events are cyclical, occurring about every 26 million years. (Even 
though we have uranium decay and other methods for measuring the age of rocks, none of them 
have anything like pinpoint accuracy.) The current hypothesis is that every 26,O0X\00O years some- 
thing disturbs the oolitic belt, a mass of cometary bodies surrounding the solar system, dislodging 
a veritable rain of the things, and one or more (probably several) of them strike the Earth. What 
this object might be, whether a dark companion to the sun or a 10th planet, or what. Is uncertain. 
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Almost certainly, though, something quite targe did hit the Pacific Ocean about 65 mi I Hon years 
ago. The crater on the ocean flooor has long since been subducted, but one relic remains: a weak- 
ened place in the crust, a "hot spot", which has generated a series of volcanic Islands as the Pacif- 
ic plate moves over ft; the latest of these is Hawaii fsland. 

A series of comet strikes at the end of the Cretaceous Age would explain that layer of Irldl- 
unwlch sediment. It would also generate a disastrous "cometary winter" which would last long 
enough to disrupt all food chains at sea and on land* 

In case you were worrying, the last mass extinction, a fairly mild one, occurred 13 million 
years ago. We have a while to go yet. 

Naturally, the "catastrophe" Idea doesn't appeal to all the experts. The great dfe-offs obvi- 
ously occurred, but the data we have don*t establish the cause<s) In a self-evident fashion. The I- 
dea of catastrophic events denies the nice, smooth, gradual operation of Darwinian evolution. Make 
no mistake: evolution Is a fact. The theory of evolution, be It Darwin's or whatever. Is an explan- 
ation of why and how evolution occurs. The modern theory of "punctuated equilibria", for Instance, 
is non-Darwinian In that ft sees evolution as frequently non-gradual. Theories which Involve "catas- 
trophlsm" are even further outside the Darwinian model, so the most ardent Darwinians prefer to 
find more gradualist explanations for the fossil evidence. 

Robert Bakker, whom I mentioned at the start, is In some ways an odd man out here. He Is 
definitely In the "punctuated equilibria" camp. But he adopts a much more Darwinian approach to 
the problem of the Cretaceous terminal catastrophe. He points to certain other data. |1} Over 
the last few million years of the Cretaceous, there was a general lowering of ocean levels (some- 
thing which preceded several of the other catastrophes, too) and a consequent drying up of the fe- 
cund shallow seas. [2] Mammals had begun to grow rapidly: In size, in numbers, in number of spe- 
cies; thus an indication that dinosaurs were losing their grip on the ecology. [3] Dinosaurs were 
going from a healthy mix of competing species to single-species dominance <e.g», Trlceratops ac- 
counted for 70% of herbivores toward the end). Indicating that the ecosystem was becoming mori- 
bund. Thus, Bakker argues. If there was a catastrophe, it merely administered the coup de grace 
to an ecosystem which was going to go smash anyway. It's probably fair to say that Bakker has 
established a good case for the premise that the ecosystem was gearing up for a period of major 
evolutionary change after a long period of equilibrium. But he hasn't shown that all the dinosaurs 
(except the birds) would have died out, nor for anything like the major death rate even In the o- 
ceans (11% of aft families and something like 50% of all species); the oceans were virtually dead 
for 10,000 years after the end of the Cretaceous. 

The Cretaceous terminal debate rages on, without termination* 

I said we'd have a short guide to interesting books. Here are some In my library (aside 
from Bakker's superb and controversial 481-page book already mentioned. 

John Noble WMford, The Riddle of the Dinosaur, 304pp (19B5L Includes both a good general 
history of paleontology and a summary of the latest thinking about dinosaurs. Some good Illustra- 
tions, especially the striking color plates In the center. 

Adrian J. Desmond, The Hgt-Blooded Dinosaurs. 352pp (1975/77). A good early book on dJno- 
saurian endothermy. Also has a good history of paleontology. Nicely, If sometimes dimly, illustra- 
ted, [I should mention that Bakker's lllos, though all black/white, are the best of any book.] 

BJflrn Kurten, The Age of the Dinosaurs, 255pp (1968). Really a general survey of the dino- 
saurs* world, what preceded It, and what came after It. OK lllos. Often out of date, especially 
in referring to dinosaurs as "reptiles". But otherwise an Interesting survey of the successive ages 
in our planet's history. 

William Stout, William Service*,, & Byron Prelss), The Dinosaurs, 160pp. (1981). A truly stun- 
ning bookl It Isn't so much a text about dinosaurs as a series of very short stories and vignettes 
about the dinosaurs and their daily lives* Very imaginative, but alt based on what we know or sus- 
pect about dinosaurs. Lavishly & imaginatively illustrated in color* 

John C. McLoughlin, Synapsldja , 148pp. (1980). Subtitled "A New Look Into the Origin of 
Mammals*', it's not really about dinosaurs but about early reptilian evolution and how & whence we 
got mammals. An Interesting study of the same period which saw the origin of dinosaurs. 

David Lambert* Dinosaurs, 95pp, (1978). More perhaps aimed at younger readers, still a very 
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good general survey. The Illustrations, an color, are detailed and vivid. Pretty up-to-date (furry 
pterodactyls, parenting dinosaurs, endothermy, &c), but published before the 26-m HI Ion-year -cycle 
became known. 

Richard Moody, Prehistoric World, 320pp. (1980). A thorough, age-by-age treatment of the 
Earth*s paleobiology from the beginning to the present. Maps, drawings, photos, color lltos, the 
works. Very Informative, although It still presents the dinosaurs as "reptfles"- 

Anthony Haltam (Ed,), Encyclppedla of the Planet Earth , 319pp. (1977). A much more gener- 
al text about nearly everything: minerals, geology, geography, biology: from the beginning to the 
present, with general text and topical entries both. Excellent Illustrations. A bit out of date, un- 
fortunately, also referring to dinosaurs as "reptiles". 

Rlcfc Meyer o wit 2 & Henry Beard, The Podosaurs, 63pp. 09S3). Based on the very latest re- 
search, this booh reveals hitherto unknown family of animals which existed on the minlcontlnent Of 
Thfngamagaea 120 million years ago. Details hitherto unknown species such as the Incpgnltodons, 
the Trlceratush, the Ctneramasaur, the Brunchasaurus, the Ptakeogtyl, the Attacfcadactyf, and the 
totally unfit Dementodon. No dinosaur library la complete without this one. 

Th-th-th-th-that's all, folks. 

[And don't forget, keep those cards ft fetters coming. Or, at teast, start them coming, 

OK7) 

tHISHEIgI3«.Pg«BEWIIWTnHMM|OfJ ^ | WW I UWWII 



IB PPPSffiTATIPF with Roe* and Brio, a few additional obaoura dinosaurs hurt 
com to lights 

ACHGOOSAUH- The only dinosaur known to have survived through the lea Age , 
albalt not In the best of health* 

HEanOSAURUfl- The dinosaur with natural rhyths, 

DIDDLODON- Self -abas ln S reptilian, 

DIfl NKTOS A OR- A giant Mouse-like creature, beat viewed from a train. (If 
you've never been to Disneyland^ thia one won't nean anything.) 
VERBQ3OSA0R08- Looks a lot like *e« 

Needless to say, I Bade boh* contributions aa well. 
WELL.OHBttFTHEPniNCIPAI^ROBLEHSVITHLIH^ 

PLATLLBT for thia inane: "Kanon Lesc*bt t " complete opera by - no, not 
that one I. this la by Daniel-Franoois-Esprit Anb«rl| Brahns* Fourth Syn- 
nhony, conducted by Eric's godfather Dietrich Fischer-Dieekau| Cherubinl's 
C Minor Requlen, newly recorded by the Bulgarian Radio Or chest re (the only 
previous edition was by the Music Department at the university of Colorado, 
and wasn't half bad but did show Its aaateurlsh nature)) Genesis, 'Invisible 
Touch' (wowl)f ChrietMas with Kiri Te Kanawa (disappointing) j Dokken, * Under 
Look and Key' (a surprisingly good group, derivative but fresh and powerful)! 
Schubert, +S«bwaneng*sang, * in a new recording aade just last October by 
Conrad von Hetske and liana Hyslor (we hava now taped over the original 
crack in tha voice in 'In der Feme,' and have also reworked 'Fischeraftdehen* 
and *Taubenpost T f I have also oonpleted Schubert's original aketchea for 
the second verse of 'Lebensnuth' and have stuck ay realisation of this one. 
along with 'Herbst*, back into the oyole where they belong}f and one of 
Fobs' Christ ass presents, *Pet*r and the Wolf and 'Carnival of the Ani- 
■ala,* narrated and conduct** by Leonard Bernstein (who. in this house, 
sits at the right hand of God). 
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GAMEFI NDER 



BISEXUAL BEAR — 2-3 

WILSON S* BISSEL Z-fT 

CONVOLUTED CASSOWARY — 2- ' 

SCHUYLER COLFAX — 2-3 

IL CRESCENDO — 

DELIRIOUS DIK-DIK — 7-0 

L* HOTELLERIE PORTUQAISE (s° 9A *s 

WILLIAM RUFUS DB VANE XING 2 ^ 

THOMAS R. MARSHALL — 2-0 
RETURN J, MEIGS, JR. — a/c^T 
NARCOLEPTIC NILGAI - ~2-0 
PIMM A LI ONE — ~Z-Y 
SUICIDAL SUNI — 

TERGIVERSATORY TAPIR — " — ^ 
HUBERT WORK {iFF* f) 

*«.and the upcoming series of 
• Cathedral 1 gamta (eee inside) will 
all be named for auctioneers of postage 
stamps t Look for Apfelbaum, Ivy t Schiff, 
Feldman, Koerber, and other games of 
similar calibre.*** 
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